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H that hath my word, ſays God, let him ſpeak it 
faithfully;“ Jer. xxiii. 28. Again, “A candle 


is not lighted 4 be put under a buſhel, (that is hid 


but on a candleftick, that it may give light to them that 
are in the houſe;” Matt. v. 15. And again, “ Neglect 

not the gift that is in thee;” 1 Tim. iv. 14. In obedi- 
ence to theſe, and other ſuch like commands in the 
Scriptures, I have ſat down to ſhew you that which 
God hath taught me; that by obeying him, I may 1c- 
ccive the good things which he hath promiſed to ther 
that keep his commandments. 1 Cor. ix. 23. 

No Scripture, my brethren, either in the Old or Ne; 

Teſtament, belongs ſolely to any particular time 0 or 
people, or perſon, but is given by God for the obedi- 


ence and inſtruction of his people in all ages, to the 
end of the world. 2 Pet. 1. 2 Tim. 3. 1 


FIRST A IK | 
Give to every man that aſheth of thee; Luke vi. 39. 


By this command, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt does - not 
mean that we are to give to any man any thing that he 
na, chuſe to aſk of us; but that we ſhould give to 


every one what the word of God commands us to give 


to ſuch as them. So when the Diſciples aſked him to 
teach them to pray, and alſo other reaſonable queſtions, 
he gave them anſwers of peace; but when fooliſh and 
inſincere ſpeeches and queſtions were 1 to him, ſome- 
times he e them by rebukes, and ſon netimes by 
ſlence; Matt. xvi. 23. Luke ix. 55. —xii. 14.—Xxiii. 9 
Mark xi. 33. 90 one of the mes ſpeaks of an evil 
time, in which the righteous ſhould keep filence, and 


again “ when a man will live in (known) fin, and yet 
come to a preacher to enquire my will, I the Lord will 


A 2 anſwer 
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4 LETTER TT 
anſwer that man by myſelf, (by puniſhing him) and will pr 
ſet my face againſt him.” So Solomon ſays, “ a fool's ar 
% mouth aſketh ſtrokes; and again, anſwer not a fool is 
ce according to his folly, leſt thou alſo be like him ;” th 
that is, give him not that which he aſks for ; and again, or 
„ anſwer a foo! according to his folly, leſt he be wiſe in (k. 
his own conceit ;” that is rebuke him, either by word, or lec 
by filence, or by leaving his company, &c. and fo far, Wi 
my brethren, from our being commanded abſolutely lay 
to give money, or food, or cloathing to every one that life 
may aſk theſe things of us, that Paul ſays, « if any of 
man or woman that believeth, have widows, (that is, be 
relations or friends that are in want) let them relieve cor 
them; and let not the (whole) church be charged F' Fel 
or burthened with them, but let it relieve them that | pri 
are widows indeed, (that is, God's diſtreſſed: the poor F con 
and needy that are ſeeking him, 1 Tim. v. 16. it y 
SECOND HE A D. | 1 
And him that tage th away thy Gcods aſt them not our 
again. Es | and 
f mer 
This is not, my brethren, that we ſhould tamely fene 
* ſubmit to private wrong, or rcbbery of our worldly FF to b 
jubſtance; for, ſays our Lord, « if the good man of F « a; 
the houſe had known what hour the thief would have | 
come, he would have watched, and would not have 
ſuffered his houſe to be broken open: but the goods, Reel 


or treaſure, or riches of a chriſtian, are the laws and os 
promiſes of God: he has indeed, and in truth, not- 
ang elſe but them; for he has given God all that he bas 
| in this world, (“ neither ſaid any of them that ought w telve: 

| of the things that he poſſeſſed were his own,” Acts iv. 

1 32.) and God has given him them in exchange. All J gove: 
ourti me and ſubſtance we diſpoſe of according to the 
word of God; and we dare not uſe it otherwiſe. S0 
Paul fays, „ ye are not your own, ye are bought with a FF mean 

Price; \ 
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LETTER I. c 


price; glorify (ſerve) God therefore, * your body, 
and with your Spirit, which are his.“ This price which 
is our only real ſubſtance or poſſeſſion, is the good 
things in the word of God: of theſe all that will work 
or ſtrive for them, may freely take : © whoſoever will, 
(keep God's commandments, according to his Rnow- 
ledge and ability; then, though he be poor as the 
widow, that had but a farthing, or as Lazarus that 
lay at the gate of Dives, ) let him take the water of 
life freely,“ Rev. xxii. 17. as to the worldly ſubſtance 
of which we are „God's Stewards,” we have a right 
to defend it, by uſing every law of man which is noc 
contrary to the word of God. So Paul appealed from - 
" Feſtus to Cæſar; and alſo at Philippi made uſe of his "A 
privilege of being a citizen of Rome. We are alſo 14 
commanded to do juſtly,” which we ſhould not do, 39] 
if we ſuffered, when we could reaſonably prevent it, . 
a thief or robber to take away that, which God com- 1 
mands us to uſe for the fupport of ourſelves, our family, 1 
our brethren, and them that deſerve it. Magiſtrates, 64 
and good laws are ordained by God, « for the puniſh- = 
ment of evil doers, and for the ora;le, (honour, de- ? 
' |F tence, ſafety) of them that do well;” and theretore, 1 
$ to be reaſonably uſed by his people : but we are always | 
« as much as we can, to live peaceably with all men.” #2 


THIRD HEA D, 


> 3 _ #1 not evil; but whiſeever ſhall ſmite thee on thy 
z right cheek, turn to him the other alſo, Mat. v. 39. 


kt Sn, + CS. oo 


We are not hereby taught to ſtand till, and ſuffer our- 
J ielves to be beaten unjuſtly : for we may flee {from perie- 
I cution even of the earthly government, as Paul {rom the 
1 F governor of Damaſcus, 2 Cor. xi. 33. and if we may not 
eim juſtice ſuffer our ſubſtance to be taken away, much . 
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les our bodies to be beaten by any private injurer. But th: 
meaning of the above text is, that we are not to deſend a 


LY A 7 | bad 
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bad cauſe : but if we have done wrong, and any man re- 
buke us truly, and according to the word of God, we are 
to ſuffer it patiently ; and to change our behaviour, or 
alter our conduct. 


©OURTH HE Kn. 


And if any man will jue thee at the law, and take away - 


- 


thy coat, let him have thy clook alſo. 


That is, if any man will keep the law of God, and 


thereby get a right to that righteouſneſs or ſalvation 


with which God has clothed thee, (“e let thy prieſts be 


cloathed with falvation.” Pſ.) or which at leaſt thou art 
ſeeking; let him have, when needful, thy worldly 
ſubſtance alſo. Righteouſneſs and fin are conſtantly 
mentioned in ſcripture as garments, Zech. iii. 3, 4. 
2 Obr. v. 2, 3, 4. | * 


FIFTH HEA D. 


And whoſoever ſhall compel thee to go a mile, go with 


That is, whofoever walketh in the ways of God, in 
which God has compelled thee to walk; walk, or ſhare 
with him alſo in the things of this world. 


SIXTH HEAD. 


From him that would borrow of thee, turn not thou 
away. 


— 


The Jews were forbidden to lend upon uſury, or 
intereſt to their brethren, Deut. xxiii. 19, 20. but of 
a foreigner they might take intereſt. So the children 
of God alſo are tanght to make a difference betwixt the 
brethren and others; „ as ye have opportunity, do 
good unto all men; but eſpecially to them that are of 
the houſhold of Faith.“ So if you have been obliged to 

| | | any 


N 
LOSE 


— 


any of the world, you may make them a return, when 
in your power, by either giving or lending to them: 
46 will ſhew kindneſs to Hanun, ſays David, becauſe 
his father ſhewed kindneſs to me, 1 Chron. xix. 2. 
and again, he teaches us gratitude, “ is there yet any 
left of the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew him kindneſs 
for Jonathan's ſake ?? 2 Sam. ix. x. Alſo, when ye ſee 
one that is quiet and peaceable in his conduct, and of 
a good character for honeſty and ſobriety, and willing 
to be made profitable to mankind by his labour; in ſore 
diſtreſs, and as it were lying under the burden which 
fin brings upon man; then ye ought to give or lend to 
him as ye have opportunity and ability, tho* he be not 
following the Lord with you, or in your ſociety. 


„ SEVENTH HEAD 


What ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the houſe 
tops, Matt. x. 27. | 


That is, what God revealeth unto you by his Spirit, 


bury it not in your mind (Matt. xxv. 18. Luke viii. 


16.) but tell it to them them that ſeek him: for the 
houſe top was among the Jews the place of prayer, 


Acts x. 9. 


EIGHTH HEA D. 


Salute no man by the way; and if any ſalute you, fas 
tute him not again. | 


Our Lord here forbids us to acknowledge or receive 
any man as a brother until we have proved him accord- 
ing to the word of God; that is, have found that his 
deeds as well as words are guided by that rule. So Paul 
lays, „ lay hands on no man ſuddenly.” Tim. and 
when John had borne witneſs to Jeſus, before the two 


diſciples, they aſked Jeſus „where he dwelt ?* and he 


anſwered them © come and ſee.“ 
: NINTH 


LETTER I. 7 


RS 
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NINTH HE A D. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. Matt. vii. 1. 


Our Lord means not by this, that we are not to 
judge at all; but that we are not to judge according to 
our own inclination ; but to “ judge righteous judg- 
ment; “ that is, to judge according to the word of God: 
which is then God's judgment and not ours. So we 
are commanded to « judge nothing before the time 
that the Lord come ;” that is, until God by his Word 


has ſhewn us what his will is concerning that matter, 
So the Sabbath-breaker of old was impriſoned until the 


mind of the Lord ſhould be known concerning him, 
and then he was judged to death. So it is that « the 
ſpiritual man judgeth all things ;”” and Paul commands 
the church at Corinth to judge one of their members to 
excluſion, 1 Cor. v. or rather to put his judgment in 
execution. And again, “ if ye have judgments of things 
pertaining to this life, ſet them to judge who are lcait 
eſteemed in the church.” 1 Cor. vi. 


TENTH HEAD. 
Take no thought for to morrow, Matth. vi. 34- 


This command forbids ns-not to take a reaſonable 
care for neceſſary food and cloathing ; for God has gi- 
ven us ſpring and ſummer, in which to provide for win- 
ter ; and has erdained that we ſhall plow and ſow be- 
fore we reap; fo Solomon ſays, „“ go to the ant, thou 


fluggard, conſider her ways and be wiſe,” &c. but by 


the above text our Lord teaches us, that when God calls 
us by his word to do any thing, (that is, when our con- 
ſcience, or the ſcriptures fully convince us that we ought 
to do ſuch a thing we are not to draw back, or forbear 
doing it, for fear of any conſequences that may happen 
to our body, or goods, or reputation; and we do not 


conſult our own inclinations; but do reſolve to follow 


the 
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LE 9 
the Lord whitherſoever he leads us by his word, (by 
which he leads us from one degree of grace or faith to 
another, as he opens our underſtandings, and ſtren- 
gthens us) even to the “ forſaking of all that we have,” 
for ſo long as there is any idol or deſire which is con- 
trary to God's word, kept “c ſhut up or left” in the heart, 
(that ( ſecret place” Deut. xxvii. x 5.) ſo long is ſorrow 
and confuſion with us. Thus it was with Jacob, while 
he kept back Benjamin; and alſo with Ananias and 
Saphira. | 


ELEVENTH HE AK 


bat ye 4 in word, or in deed, do all in the name 
F the Lord Feſus; giving thanks to God the Father 
by him, Col. iii. 17. ED 


The name of the Lord, my brethren, 1s in the ſcrip- 
tures: there we find him called Righteous, Holy, Juſt, 
True, Merciful, a hater of fin, a lover of good men, 
taking pleaſure in doing good, having no pleaſure in the 
calamities even of ſinners, and doing to every man 
according as that man does to others: this is the name 
of the Lord; and his peopleare like him ; only the due 
reward of injuſtice and oppreſſion, called vengeance, 
God reſerves to himſelf; his people are forbid to re- 
venge themſelves. Rom. xit. 19. (defending our pro- 


perty in a lawful manner is not revenge). This is the 


name which God commanded Moſes to put upon the 
children of Iſrael ; and promiſed in that caſe to bleſs 
them: and this is the name which he records on the 
bodies and hearts of his people now. By the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, is meant the law of God, as preached 
and explained by him, and his Apoſtles in the goſpel; 
and to thank God by Jeſus Chriſt, is to live and act 
thereby: for God rejects them that honour him with 
their tongue only. Honour (worſhip, thank, pray 
to,) the Lord with thy ſubſtance, for ſo ſhalt thou get a 
bleſſing, or anſwer of peace,” Prov. iii. 9y 10. 
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LETTER I. 


TWELFTH HE A P. 
Pray without ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 


"7 


By prayer in the ſcriptures, is not meant only words 


of the tongue, not of the heart; but the prayer which 
God requires, is the doing that which is right in all our 
actions, according to our conſcience or knowledge, and 
ability; and perſeverance therein to the end of our 
life; which is praying without ceaſing, or leaving off.“ 
For, ſays our Lord, „ not every one that faith unto me 
Lord, Lord; but he that doth the will of my Father, 
Ahall be faved.” And again “ why call ye me Lord, 
and do not the things that I fay 7”? C for he it is (and he 
only) that loveth me, that keepeth my command- 
ments.” When we labour in good and uſeful trades 
and occupations, then we pray to God to © give us 
our daily bread.” And when we ſhun or flee from 
ſinful, idle company, or from the allurements of the 


world, then we ſay to God “ lead us not into tempta- 
tion: for he will give to us, and deal with us not accor- 


ding to our words, but our deeds. „To him that 
hath (made a good uſe of that light which he has al- 
ready had) more ſhall be given; but from the unpro- 
fiting ſhall be taken away even that which was given 
him.” 80 we are promiſed “ grace for grace.” When 


we keep the commands of God, then we are alſo (by : 


words, either of the mouth or heart, or both, according 
to neceſſity and opportunity) to put him in remen- 


brance of, and to plead his promiſes to ſuch obedience, 


that we may be juſtified or rewarded;“ but to the 
wicked, God ſaith, what right haſt thou to plead my 


promiſes?“ So of old when the Jews had taken potict- 
fion of Canaan, and done there all that Gcd comman- 4 
ded them, then they were to tell him ſo, znd call upon 


him to bleſs them. Deut. xxvi. So Danidl ſays, 0 
Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord do (deliver, ſave, 
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bleſs us) and defer not, for thine own ſake, O my God; 

for thy city and people are called by thy name.” ix. 19. 
that is, they had repented, and turned from their ſins, 
s | which were the cauſes of their captivity, and were now 


h become juſt, true, good, &c. So God bleſſes his 


Ir people « for his own name's ſake,” or “ for his own 1 
d ſake:“ he finds us at firſt, in, and of the world; diſo- 4 
ri bedient and ſinful, even as the reſt of the world; and it 1905 


pleaſes him (having firſt bought, or redeemed, or ran- 
le ſomed, with bis own life, 1 John iii. 16. us, who had 
„ I {oldourſelves to the god of this world, the devil) to give 
is us light and ſtrength to keep his laws; and afterwards 
e bo give us everlaſting happineſs, as the reward of ſuch 
obedience. Rev. ii and iii. chapters, —xxii. 12, 14. 
es F Whenſoever, my brethren, we are doing that which is 
us  F our duty to do, either at home or abroad, either alone 
m or in company, then we are making that prayer to God 
which he will hear, and anſwer with peace, if we con- 
a- tinue in ſo doing to the end of his trials: & for we have 
T- } nced of patience after we have done the will of God, N 
at I (that is, begun to keep his commandments in all things, "| 
according to our knowledge and ability) to wait before 1 


ve receive the promiſe or reward.“ "8 

en 5 

en THIRTEENTH HEM 0 

oo here is the houſe that ye build unto me? and where is 

Ag the place of my reft ? to this man will I lock; even to 

_ him who is poor and of a contrite ſpirit, and that 

Ys trembleth at my word. Ifa. Ixvi. 1, 2. 

I N God had promiſed the Jews, 1 Kings ix. 3. that he 

A IF yould accept the prayers which they made in or towards Eb 

an- the temple at Jeruſalem; and commanded them to * 

3 bring their ſacrifices and offerings to his prieſts there. Wed 
The unwiſe among the Jews kept the command no 

105 farther than by worſhipping at the earthly houſe which 

els 


Solomon had built; but herein they were wrong; that 
: being 


* a a ec — — 


12 LETTER I. 
being only a type of that houſe of which God is the 


builder: the believer is that houſe: « ye are God's 


building,” ſays Paul; and again, „“ your bodies are 
members of Chriſt, and the temple of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
1 Cor. vi. and Peter, “ ye are a ſpiritual Houſe.” So 
our Lord ſays, that they who receive, or give to his 
diſciples, in the name of diſciples, or becauſe they be- 
long to him, (that is, becauſe they are good men) receive 
or give to him, and to his father. In the above text of I- 
faiah, therefore, God teaches us, that it is not our often 
meeting together in one place, to offer him lip- ſervice, 
that is the way to get a bleſſing ; but to ſeek out his poor 
and needy, even that fear him, and keep his command- 
ments, (that is, are honeſt, merciful, kind, doing good, 
to all as they have opportunity, [either of aſſiſtance, 
Counſel, reproof, or correction] but eſpecially to good 
men, induſtrious, ſober, quiet, keepers at home, liv- 
ing according to their circumſtances, &c.) and there 
ſhew your love, according to your ability, and their 
neceſſity. And „ Jet there be meat in theſe his 
houſes.” Mal. iii. 10. Matt. xxv. for this is “ the 
place where he has recorded his name:“ and accord- 
ing to his promiſe he will there meet with you, and 
bleſs you. 5 | 


FOURTEENTH HEAD. 
In faſtings often. Paul. ; 


Think not, my brethren, to pleaſe God by inflict- 
ing pain upon your bodies, either by faſting or other- 
wiſe, without neceſſity. God ſpeaking by Jeremiah to 
Jehoiakim, the ſon of Joſiah ſays, „did not thy father 
eat and drink, and do judgment and juſtice, and then 


it was well with him? he judged the cauſe of (ſuccoured, 


righred, helped) the poor and needy, then it was well | 


with him: ( was not this to know me, faith the Lord!“ 


Alſo by Iſaiah, God fays, « this is the faſt that I have | 
choſen, to ſet at liberty them that are unjuſtly impri- 
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ſoned; to val the deſcrving that are labouring under 
heavy afflictions; to feed ſuch hungry and clothe ſuch 


naked,” Ivin. Will ye faſt according to the word of 


God? this is the way; when he has taken away from 
vou other means of affiiting your brethren that are in 
want, then faſt and aſſiſt 5 thereby. So did Paul, 
« who is weak, ſays he, and I am not weak?“ that 1 by. 
which of my brethren is in want while I have plenty? 

will ye afflict yourſelves according to God's word? this 
is the way, deny not to yourſelves that which is good 
and neceſſary and lawful (without neceſſity), but deny 
yourſelves the gratifications of your luſts and paſſions ; 
ſuch as anger, pride, revenge, idleneſs, covetouſneſs, 
intemperance, envy, and ſuch like; crucity or deſtroy 
theſe, by denying their call, and by laying them 
(e thele his enemies“) before Chriſt, whenever they 
ſnew themſelves, pleading that word, “ if we confeſs 
our fins he is faithful” (to his promite, 1 Kings viii. 
Ezek. xvili.) and juſt (to our new life, “ God is 
not unjuſt to forget your work of faith and labour of 


love) to forgive us our fins, and to take them all away 


52 


hom us,” 1 John i. 2. we may alſo find it neceſſary tb 


vie fafting, or at leaſt abſtemiouſneſs, 3 in order to bring 


the body 2 into ſubjection.“ 


ITT E EN T H HE A D. 


Demetrius hath a good report from all men, an t alſo 
from the word of Ged itfelf, 3 John xt. 


This means not that all men ſpake well of or loved 
Demetrius; for 122 our Lord, wo unto you when all 
men ſpeak wel! of you” and he tells his diſciples, that 
the world will hate. them. But I underſtand by the 
Patſage above, that good men loved, and ſpake well of 
D ; and wicked men hated and f{landered him. 
So our Lord ſays to his diſciples, „ bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall revile you, and e YOU, and [ial] lay 

| 214 


EEE EK 13 


9 —— 2 . a — 6 


I 4 
all manner of ill to your charge falſely ior my fake (that 
is, becauſe ye aCt according to my commands) z rejoice 
end be exceeding glad, for ſo pertecuted they my peo- 
le which were before you.“ For “ whoſoever will live 


e 


God ſent by him) ſball ſuffer perſecution.“ 
E EN TI . 
Cod is faithful, 1 Cor. x. 13.1 Thell. v. 24. 


"That is, he performs that which he has promiſed. 50 a 
Chriſtian alſo is a covenant-keeping, faithful perſon : 
{or God promiſes his people every good thing, if they 
will faithiully keep his commandments to the end of 


1s trials, and his people determine with their whole 


heart that they will do ſo. „ have ſworn, ſays David, 


and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous 


judgments (or laws) alway, even to the end.“ By faith 
t is that the children of God overcome the world, the 


geſh, and the devil: that is, in faithfully keeping the 


commandments of God, (6e I being in the way” Gen. 


xxiv. 27.) they are met with, and ſaved, and ſtrength- 


ned, and bleſfſed by him, according to his promiſes to 
ſuch perſons throughout the whole ſcriptures. ©« He 

:cetcth him that worketh righteouſneſs,” alſo Pf. xv. 
II. i. Zach. vi 15. Rom. ii. © Let every man prove his 


own work: for every man ſhall bear his own burtt.en, 


and reap that which he ſows.” Gal. vi. “ every man 


ſhall receive according to the deeds done in the body, 
whether they be good or bad.” So Paul fays to one of 
the churches, © for this is our caule of rejoicing, the 
teſtimony of our conſcience, that with ſimplicity and 
fncerity we have had our converſation in the 


godly | 
\ orld :? that is, that he had lived honeſtly, conſcien- 
tioully, and according to the word of God. «© Only 


believe,“ ſays our Lord. And again, © he that believ- 
ech and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believ- 


eth 


rodly in Chrilt Jeſus (that is, keep the commands which 


OM 8 . 


os TRE: 


LEY TER 1 


eth not ſhall be damned.” Yet at the laſt judgment 
we do not find the word faith once mentioned ; but 
our Lord receives ſome, becauſe, ſays he, „I (in my 
people) was an hungred, and ye fed me; naked, ani ye 
cloathed me,” &c. and he rejects others, who yet made 
a great profeſſion, becauſe, ſays he, I was an hunzred, 
and ye gave me no meat; naked, and ye cloathed m: 


15 


not.“ &c. Matt. 18. When the comforter is come, 


ſays our Lord, he ſhall convince the world of fin, ba- 
cauſe they believe not on me.” But, ſays Paul, “ let 
no man deceive you with vain words, for (not for want 
of ſome idea, or imagination, or operation or action of 
the mind, which ſome now call faith, but) becauſ: of 


whoredom, covetouſneſs, and ſuch like things, comech 


the wrath of God upon the world.“ Eph. v. 6. Paul 


ſays to the Romans, « I thank my God that your faith 


is ſpoken of throughout the whole world, i. 8. and to 
the Theſſ. “ in every place your faith to God - ward is 
ſpread abroad,” i. 8. And again, „ your faith grow- 
cth exceedingly.“ 2 Theſſ. i. 3. Paul did not here 
thank God that they were able to make a fine protet- 
fion with the tongue: neither becauſe of fome good 


idea or imagination that they had in their mind; nor 


becauſe of any action or effort that they were able to 


make with it; but becauſe their bodily actions, 


„their fruit,“ was ſeen and known to be eminently 
good : for by mens fruit, ſays our Lord, ye {hail know 
and judge of them; and not hold any man for a bro- 


Go 


ther becauſe he calleth me Lord, (that is, makes a good 


profeſſion with the tongue) but becauſe he doth the 


deeds that I command. © If ye continue in (fall not 
away from) my commandments, then are ye my diſci- 
ples indeed.” « every one that doeth that which is 
right, is born of God. He that doeth righteouinels, is 
righteous: whotoever does that which is not right, 15 
not of Sod. He that ſaith, I know Chriſt, and keep- 
eth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
(Chriſt) is not in him: for he that faith he abideth in 


B 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt ought himiſe'f alfo ſo to with; even as he walked,” 

1 John ii. and iii. chap. So it was that Abraham believed. 
He kept or performed the commands of Got, and for 
inch obedience he was counted: righteous, and received 
the promiſe : „by myſelf have I ſworn, faith the * 

that becauſe thou haſt done this deed, I will bleſs thee 
and multiply thee.” &c. Gen. ny So it was alfo 

that Phineas believed when he ſlew Zimri and Coſbi; 
and for that zealous action he was counted a righteous 
4 Foun _ CV1. 30, 31. Numb. xxv. Such faith or 
obedience as this, is the only righteouſneſs which God 
will acc . ; and this faith or obedience (the fulfilment 
of 1 85 law of God) Jeſus Chriſt works in all his people: 
bs Txceprt Jeſus Chriſt be in you, ſays Paul, ye are 
reihob: ate:“ and where the Lord is, there is liberty” 
to do his will. Let no man deceive you, my brethren, 


with vain or deedleſs words; for that faith which is the 


gift of God, conſiſts in living according to the word 
of God; for God worketh in his people both to will 


and to do of, and alſo all his good pleaſure. «I will 


write my laws in their hearts,“ “ will put my Spirit 
within, you and ye ſhall keep my laws.” Ezek. XXXvI. 
„love nor in word (only), nor in tongue, but in deed, 
and in truth.“ 1 John iii. «© faith without works is dead.“ 

Jam. ii. that is, no faith; good for nothing; any more 


than a body without a foul; which is the glory, an | 


oy 


excellency, and goodneſs, ee ſtrength of it. As: 


words which a perſon uſes when he g gives any ti * Pai a- 


mother, (« take this,“ is to the gift itſelt; fo is a bare 
aſſent to, or belief of the Script ures cither with mouth or 


heart,, in compariſon of keeping the commands therc- 


in contained. Ja. ii. 16. 
8 EVENT EE NT H HEAD. 


By: the deeds of the (moſaic) law, /bal! no fle, 5 living le 
fut iſied, Paul. 
If ye fulfil the royal law ye de wel", James. 
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LETTER *. 17 


We find mention made of the ſcriptures of two laws; 


the law of God, and the law of or by Moſes : the latter was 


1 law of rites given to the outward Jewiſh nation; the 
former is an inward, ſpiritual, moral, virtuous good Me 3 
called alſo the law of faith.“ Paul at firſt preach- 


ed the goſpel in Galatia, but aſterwards ſome Jews. 


came amongſt them, who perſuaded them to be: 


eircumciſed, and to obſerve the other outward or- 
dinances of the Moſaic law. (iv. ch. g, 10.) Paul 0 
very angry at this conduct of theirs; and tel 
them, that no man ſhall bejuſtified by keeping He 
(Mofaic) law: but at the ſame time he preaches the 
royal law, or law of faith to them (by which he walk- 
ed himſett); «thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 
And tells them that they who live in (known) lin, ih 23} 
not have peace with God. The Moſaic law, fpirz' ally 
underſtood, is Kg 1 rule ſor the Nene of Gad at this 
time, and to the end of the world, 2 Pet, i. 2. 2 Tim. 


111. | Os 
EIGHTEENTH HEAT 


V (though) ye know theſe things (yet) nappy (then eng 
are ye if ye ds them. Chritt. 


& 


We find mention made in the ſcriptures of the wr 
i believe” in the ſame ſenſe as it is commonly uſed at 
this time: „ nevertheleſs among the chief rulers 6s 
many believed on him (that is, were convinced that he 
came from God, and ſpake the truth) but for fear of 
man they did not confeſs him, by keeping his com- 
mandments. John x1. 42. alfo, „ thou believeſt that 
there is one God, thou doſt well; the devils allo belicys 
and tremble.“ James ii. 19. | 

1 have many things more to ſay to you, my brethren ; 
but I will at preſent conclude, with begging of v ou 
to ſearch the ſeriptures,“ and putting you in min !, 
that the Bereans are commended tor their read 5 aun. | 


B 3 Calls 


3 WS A Es 


bai 3 paul, though his doctrine ended 
their manner of worſhip, or of lerving God. Acts xvii. 


11. 


— 
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TT I IT 


FIRST X 


Reckoning, or counting things that are net {at preſent,) 
.as though they were (or did at this time exi/l.) 


* the 7th. Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
Paul relates to us his experience before he had re- 
ceived faith, (that is, ſtrength to do the will of God; 
and tells us that though he at that time lived 1 
known fin, yet his mind or conſcience could not then 
E acknowledging the goodneſs and rectitude of the 
law cf God: and wiſhing that others would act to him 
according to that rule, „ For, ſays he, the good that! 
would (have done to me,) I do not (to others ;) but the 


evil which I would not (have done to me,) that I do (to | 


naw ) If then, being a ſervant to fin (or the Devil, 


7. 23. Ido that (to others,) which I would not (have 
3 to meʒ) I thereby acknowledge that the (oppolite, | 
godly) law (Matr. vii. 12.) is good.” —The word of } 
God teaches us, that whoſoever acts according to his 
conſcience in all things ſhall be faved; if he continue 
o doing to the end of God's trials. 10 Happy is he 
that condemneth not himſelf in that (fome) thing that 
he alloweth (doth.)” Rom. xv. 22. „ this is our re- 


joicing, the teſtimony of a good conſcience.” Paul. 


« Reloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we 

confidence towards God.“ 1 John iii. 21. Jeſus Chriſt 

jighteth every man that cometh into the World.” John 

3-9. If any man will do 3 will according to | 

his conſcience) be ſhall now, or be taught of my dec- 
| | trine 


2 1 n „ 8 7 * rn 3 8 RN =P . RT * N 2 2. & 
e od ping oe Teen 
E 3 
N ER PF ſt 
WEIS 
* 


W. 


5 
WY 


It, 


LED i 19 


trine.“ John vii. 17. “ For every one that aſketh 
(Knowledge and Grace, by having made a good uſe of 
that which has already been given him) receiveth 
(more.”) Matt. vii. 8, «© Be not weary in doing that 
which is right, for in due ſeaſon ye ſhall be rewarded if 
ye faint not.” Gal. vi 9. But ſays Paul in the 7th of 
Rom. „If I do that (to others) which I would not 
(have done to me,) it is no longer I {my conſcience or 
heart that approves, or) that does it, but (known) fin 
that dwelleth and reigneth in me.” In the 6th and 8th 
Chapters, he ſpeaks thus to the believing Romans, 
Let not fin reign in your mortal bodies: for fin ſhall 
not have dominion over you: but as {in your natural 
ſtate) ye yielded your members ſervants to fin, even ſo 
now (in your converted ſtate) yield them ſervants to 
God. For the end of your former ſervice 1s Death ; 


but now, being redeemed from that ſervice and become 


ſervants to God, ye produce holy fruit (good aCtions,) 
and ſhall be rewarded with everlaſting happineſs. For 
if ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but if ye through 
the help of the Spirit do ſubdue and kill the deeds of the 
neſh (Gal. v. 19. &c.) ye ſhall be ſaved. For they 
(only) that are led (walk, live) by the Spirit of God 
(teaching them by or according to the Scriptures) are 
the children of God.” When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
went into the Temple at Jeruſalem, he caſt out the un- 
clean things: the bodies of his people is his temple, 1 
Cor. vi. which are alfo ſurely to be cleauſed in this life. 
«© No man can ſerve two maſters.” As the Tree (the 
Heart is, ſo is the Fruit (the actions.“ A good man 
out of his good heart produces good actions; and a 
wicked man out of his evil heart doeth bad actions.“ 


SECOND HEAD. 


Behold, now {this life) is the accepted time; beheld, nau 
is the day of Salvation. 2 Cor. vi 2. 


Let no man deceive you, my brethren, nor rob you of 
= your 
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the end of that man is peace.“ 


20 LETTER II. 


4. 


your reward by perſwading you to leave off ſeeking for 
happineſs in this world, 


For the time of our abole'; in 
this werld is the time in which our Lord will „ Sar 

us „ ftom our ſins,” and thereby from Zorrow, both in 
this World and in that which is to come. 80 ſays 
David, «© 'Fhe Dead praiſe not the Lord (for ſalvation,) 
ner any. that go down into filence.” and again 
J had fain ted unleſs I had believed to fee the 
goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the! living.“ Al. 


10 Solomon, „ In the eras where the Tree bool 


there it ſhall be.” Ecc. xi. 3. and Hezekiah, « The 
Grave cannot praiſe thee, Death cannot celebrate thee: 
they that go down into the Pit cannot hope (with reaſon) 
for thy Salvation, The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
thee: as I do this Day.” Thidh XXVVili. 
perſect man, ſays David, and behold the upright, for 
And ſays our Lord, 

c Verily I ſay unto you, there is no man that hath, or 
Mall part with houſe or land, or brethren, or fifters, or 
father, or mother, or w te, or children, ſor my ſake 
(part with them rather than diſobey me) and the 


goſpel's, (in hopes of receiving the reward promiſed by 


God to them that obey him) but he ſhall receive many 
times more houſes, &c. now 1n this preſent time, and 
in the world to come everlhaſting happineſs.” Mark x. 
And ke likens the ſalvation of his people to leaven ; 
which though begrnning by little at farit, yet by degrees 

leavens the whole lump. And allo to the gi rowth of 
corn; which firſt puts out the blade, then the ear, then 
the ſul! . rag corn, and then cometh the harveſt. 80 
Ifaiah, „ As the herbs ſpring up in the garden (by de- 

grees,) fo will the Lord cauſe righteoutnels, and Joys 
and honour to ſpring up in his people, before the 
world.” Ixi 11. Hodlineſs, ſays the word, is profit- 
able for all things; having the promiſe of (good in) 
the life which now 1s, and of that which is to come.” 
And again, „“ Receiving (now) the end of your faith 


(your faithlully 1 Keeping the commands of God accord- 
ing 


* 


&« Mark tlie. 


polleſſi, 
den, * 

1 Mal. ' be 
and xli3 
promiſe 
People 
Chriſtia 


for here 


or here it is that “Our Maker is our Huſband,” II. 


* 


ing to your ability) even the Salvation of your ſouls 
(that outward and inward Sanctification which was not 
in your power.“) For * We that have believed, (been 
faithful to that light and grace which has already been 
given us) do (now) enter into reft.” and “ The path 
of the juſt is as the light of the Sun, which ſhines more 
and more unto the perfect Day. „ if we confeſs our 
11ns, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to 
cleanſc us from all unrighteouſneſs. 

«© When thou goeſt with thine adverſary (the Devil) 
to the Magittrate (the laſt judgment,) as thou art in 


21 


the way (in the time of this life, yea even now) give 


diiigence [by living according to the word of God] that 
thou mayeſt be delivered from him, (according to 
God's promiſes to the obedient.“) Luke x11. 58. For © He 
that is unjuſt, (dies in ſuch a ſtate) let him remain fo 
(for ever :) and he that is filthy let him remain ſo: and 
he that is righteous (when he dies) let him remain ſo 
(for ever:) and he that is holy let him remain 10.” 
Rev. xxii. 11. 


THIRD HE A p. 


Fer Ithe Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the 
ns of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate, me, Ex. 
XX. To | | 


By „children“ here, is meant our actions, or under- 
kings, or buſineſs, either of the body or mind. In many 
ther parts of ſcripture aiſo, a man's qualifications, and 


Voſleſſions, and deeds, and actions are called his chil- 


ren,” and his “ people,” and his „ Fathers.” 80 
Mal. cxxvii. Prov. xvii. 21. II. xiv. 21. I. n 
and xlix. 7. &c. and Ix. and Ixii 5. Lam. v. 7. theſe 
hromiſes in Ifaiah belong not to a collected body of 
people only, either Jews or Chriſtians, but to ſingle 
Chriſtians; and to be fulfilled in them in this world. 


liv. 


— — 


= LETTER H. 


5. Every man fhall bear his own burden, 


== 


— — — — — — _ 


liv. 5. and „ will ſupply all our need,” both of ſoul 
and body. Phil. iv. 19. God allo tells us, Ezek. xvii. 
20. that „ The ſon ſhall not be puniſhed for the ſins 


of his father, neither ſhall the father be puniſhed for 
the ſon : the perſon only that ſinneth ſhall die.” Alſo, 


Deut. xxiv. 16. and 2 Kings xiv. 6. ſo Paul, Gal. vi. 
and re- 
ceive according to his deeds. By them that “ hate the 
Lord,” 1 underitand obſtinate, perverſe finners ; ſuch as 
were the murmurers amongſt the Iſraelites in the wil- 
derneſs. And Moſes ſeems to pray for the accom- 


pliſnment of the threatning in the text as a mercy: | 


that ſince God will by no means let the wicked go un- 


puniſhed, it is better to bear the puniſhment by degrees, 


7 


«« Unto the third and fourth generation;“ that is, 
upon our minds, or bodies, or buſineſs, &c. ſor ſome 
time to come, rather than all at once. Numb. xiv. 18. 
as we naturally divide that which is too heavy to carry 
at once, into two or three burthens. 


FOURTH-HE:A D. 


And fbewing mercy unts thouſands of (tranſgreſſions in) 
them that love me, and heep my commandments. 


—— — 


By & them that love God and keep his command- 


ments,” are meant the upright : them that_do the will 
of God in all things according to their conſcience ; or 


according to that knowledge and ability which he has, 


O _ 
already given them. For, „If we ithat love God, and 


. * 1 
keep his word) ſay that we have no ſin, we lie.“ 1 John 
i, 8. „ For in many things we all offend.” Jam. ili. 2 


„ The heavens are not clean (that is, free from ſin) in 
God's fight, but he chargeth his angels with folly. 
Pſ. The true children of God have many fins of ig 
norance, or infirmity. By a fin of ignorance [ mea 
that which a perſon does unknowingly ; and by a ſin 
infirmity that which he knows of, but cannot help. 80 


ho vgh I know it is a fin to be in debt, Rom. x1. 0 
5 VI 
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LETTER I. 


yet it indeed it is not in my power either to pay my | 


ul debts, or to live without borrowing, „* God is merciful 


ll to this unrighteouſneſs ; and neithef puniſhes me for it 
ns JF now, nor remembers (keeps it in mind) to puniſh-me 
for Þ for it afterwards.“ Becauſe I may, in cafe of need, 
ſo, ſell myſelf by borrowing, but I may not murder 


vi. myſelf; which I ihould do if I ſtarved myſelf to 


10 death, when I could borrow wherewith to ſupport my 
© Ul life. 


1 28 | 

wil- FIFTH HE 4 

_ When a rightecus man turneth away from 1 
5 neſs and cammitteth iniquity, and dieth in his fins s 
3 for his iniquity that he hath done [hall he die (eternal. ) 
** Ezek, . 

W The unrigbteous ſha'l not inherit the kingdom of God, 


18 1 Cor. vi. 9. Gal. v. 19. Eph. v. 


ar e does. Col. iii 25. 
lle that committeth fin (whsſrever be be) is of the devil, 
And again, No murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him,” 1 John viii. 
8 in) 
Though God paſſes by the fins of i Ignorance and in- 
8 firmity in his upright people, yet he will not leave 
vil them unpuniſhed « that tranſgreſs without a cauſe.” 
e 


For both the written word of God, and alſo our con- 
ſcience (if we ſtifle and fear it not) plainly teach us 


=. OL 


4 a | that murder, drunkenneſs, idleneſs, adultery, ſtealing, 
rs lying, and ſuch like, are fins, Therefore, when 
19 x committed adultery and murder, and Peter falfe 
Il. 2 


lwearing, and the Corinthian inceſt, they were chil- 


my * dren 7 the devil: and “ they were accordingly pu- 
3 nſhed here, that they might not be condemned (for 
py 5 erer, with the world ”” 1 Cor, xi. 32. But if they had 
me: 


88 done out of this life with their adultery and murder 
, 185 and lying and fornication unrepented of, and conſe- 
p. Juently unremitted, they had then had their portion for 
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ever with the Devil their Fathef. Eccles. xi. 3. Rev. 
xxii. 11. Heb. xii. . Rom. vi. 16. Luke xiii. 5. Matt. 
xxv. Let no man therefore place his hope or his joy, 
in his being, as he thinks, predeſtinated or elected; 


but in this, that God gives him ſtrength to I his 
commandments. 2/ C06 4-43: 


SIXTH . 


And I heard the number of them that were ſealed, being 
144000 of all the tribes of the children of Ifrael. 


After this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which 


no man cculd number, e all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, ſiced before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, ſaying, 
falvat.on to cur God, and io the Lamb. Rev. vu. 
Tribulation and anguiſb ſhall be to every man that doth 
evil; to the Few (them that hear the ſcriptures) firſt, 
(in the higheſt degree) having much given them) and 
alfo to the Gentile (them that have not the Scripture), 
But glory, honour, and peace te every one that work» 
eth good; to the Few: firſt, (the law or rute given 


them being more perfect thun the law of nature or 


eomfcience only) and alſo to the Gentile, For when the 


Gentiles, which have not the law (the ſcriptures) do | 


by nature (conſcience) the things contained in the law 
(Matt. a 2. Gal F: 145 3 Theſe having net the 
law, are (allowed by Cod to be) à law unte then 
ſelves, Rom. ii. 9, &c. 


Whoever he | be, therefore, that is a righteous perſon; 
and continues his well doing to the end of his life, in 
all things according to his conſcience, or that know- 
ledge and ability which is already given him, (2 Cor, 
viii. 12.) he bas Chriſt within him. (Rom. ii. 15. 
John. 11. 29.) and ſhall have everlaſting peace with God, 
altho' he never ſaw nor heard of either the old or new 


Teſtament, But “ how all they hear, ſay you, with- 
out 
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y, out a plaid &c.” Rom. x. 14. TI anſwer, that 
tt. every good gift (action, word, &c.) is from above:“ 
y, Ja. i. 17. let it come by Jew or Gentile; Chriſtian, or 


d; Heathen. So we find FO God: ſpake to Sarah by A- 

nis. bimelech, Gen. xx. 6. and to Moſes by Jethro, Exod. 

Kuli. 19. to the captive Jews by Cyrus, 2 Chron. 36. 

22. And by Nebuchadnezzar and Darius to many nati- 

ons, Dan. iii and iv. and vi chap. So we find that Abra- 

ng ham ſuppoſed there might be righteous people even in So- 

of, dom; and God did not rebuke him for his ſuppoſition, 

ich | Gen. xvii. And ſo Paul calls Sergius Paulus a wile 
ds, man, Acts xiii. 7. 


_ This is the truth, he that is upright, honeſt, tempe- 
1 rate, merciful, humble, and a lover by deeds) of good 
ng, men, is a righteous perſon; or one “ born of God.“ 


And if he have further a gift of teaching or utterance, 
107% he 15 then a preacher, a prophet ſent from God; altho' 
rſt, he never ſaw nor heard of the Scriptures. Vea ſome- 
and | fines God may cauſe the truth to be preached by wicked 
en). men, as by Balaam and Judas; but we are not, there- 
"rb. bore, to join ourſelves in chriſtian fellowſhip, to any 
ven that we know to be ſuch. Though fo long as they con- 
or © tinue (like the ſcribes, Matt. 23. 3.) to preach good 
the EY vorks, it is our duty both for our N ſakes, and as an 

) do example to others, to hear them; except we can get a 


lan e opportunity of aflembling together with them "ih 
te bat both preach, and N the truth. Phil. 1. Jo 
hem Tod. 9 
Wherefore then, ſay vou, ſerveth the Seriptures? I 13 
anſwer, it pleaſcs God that there (hall be different orders 1 
ſon; © or degrees among the bleſſed: « For one ſtar differeth 1 
e, in rom another ſtar in glory ” 1:Cor. xv. 4+ RS 1 
10W- alſo typified, I ſuppoſe, by the account of David's "4 
Cor. Y orthies, 1 Chron. xi. and alſo by the different orders i; 
C4 1 the Levites, Numb. iv. and by the above text out ol 115 
God, the Revelations? the number of the ſealed of the Jews, 11.49 
new F not being meant of the outward Jewith nation, % For hy 
vith- eis not a Jew (in the Scripture meaning) that is one 4 
out C out- 


26 I 


outwardly,” Rom. ij, 28. but J ſuppoſe it to ſigniſy 
them who have had the Scriptures for a rule of life, in 
di ſtinction from them „ Ifraclites or Chriſtians indeed,“ 
who have not; and whoſe righteoufneſs therefore has 
not been ſo perfect, nor their ſufferings ſo great: for 
In all the earth hath not been done {puniſhment for 
ſin. Lam. of Jer.) as hath been done unto Jeruſalem.“ 
And accor ding . to this greatneſs of “ refining” or 
& Turifying” or © fa neten wall their reward or 
nearneſs to God be. So our Lord tells us that he will 
& give to every one (greater, or leſs; rewards or puniſh» 
ments) according as his work fhall be“ Rev. xx11 12. 
Many ſuſeful truths, thereſore good gifts from God”? 
are, I doubt not, amovgſt the writings or ſayings of Plato, 


50 Crates, Solon, Lycurgus, Æſop, Confucius, Pythago- 
Tas s, Sencca, the Plinys, Tully, Mahomet, &c. though I 


do not now remember any particular paſſages, having 
Png ago laid aſide all ſuch Authors for the take of that 
ft rule, which God gives to them whom he brings 
careſt to himſelf; I mean the Scriptures. © For the 

ſtu dy of theſe Authors which I once accounted gain, 
er an improvement of my time, I ſhould now count a 
Ioſs or waſte of it; as it would be to eat crabs, when 1 
had plenty of the beſt Apples, and Pears.” Phil. iii. 8. 
Indeed when J read ſuch like Authors, either ancient or 
modern, Cod did not ſuffer me to find reſt in them: 
but with the Scriptures I am well ſatisfied, and gladly 
«. take them as an heritage or portion for ever:“ deter- 
mining to ſeek no farther. For I have not yet attained 
to the fulneſs of that reſt which God gives his children 
n this life. But « I preſs forward:” knowing that 

« the night (of ſin, and darkneſs, and God's anger; 


and the ep of ſowing in tears; is now far ſpent; and 


8 
that the ay of joy, ard pladneis; and tune of harvelt) 


draws near.” For „ God is not unjuſt, that he ſhould 
forget to reward the deeds of faith and xo which lie 


„ 
93 


vers in his children,“ of whom I am one. 
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SEVENTH HEA P. 


As certain alſi of your own Poets hve ſid, Paul. 


But though God may have often times ſpoken by the 


above Authors, and ſuch like, as Paul fays, Ads xvii. 


28, and though « he winks at the times of this igno- 


rance,“ verſ. 30. yet from us to whoſe conſcienges he 
has given the knowledge of the Soriptures, he will not 
accept any other worſhip than that which he has inewn 
us therein. Phil. iii. 6. as alfo the following Seriptures 
telify. Gen. xvii. 10. 14. Exod. xxv. 40. & xx 38 


5-3 


37» 37, 18: Lev. r. 32. & xxvii. 
55 G. 1, Chron. xv. 12+ 1 Cor. xi. 2. Col. 11. 
22. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. Theſe texts teach us, that God 
not only will not reward any other worſhip, fr am them 
to whom he has given the underſtanding of the e ſerip- 
tures, than that which he has therein ſhewn them; but 
allo that any other worſhip is ſinful in them, and will 
be puniſhed, as in the cafe of Nadab and Abihu. 80 
we read in one of the prophets of ſome, who “ corer 
3 
to God's Spirit : ſpeaking in the Scriptures, and there- 
fore their work is called «« adding fin to fin.” We are 
commanded to © grow in grace;” to chuſe the things 
>xcellent;” and to ſearch out what ig 
acceptable to God.” 

If any one with a petition would puſh himſelf into 
the preſence of an earthly king otherwiſe than accord- 
ing to t 12 cuſtomary manner, what would be thought 
of m? and God, we arc told, is jealous of his atithos 
rity, and will be ſerved with circumſpection and reve- 
rence.- -Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt tells Us, that “ in vain 
do they worſhip God, who do it according to the doc- 
tine (prayers, hymns, teachings, and forms) of men.“ 
And Paul ſays, „Touch not, taite nat, handle no 
aiter the doctrines and und nts of men.” Pn 
again to Timothy, „“ The holy ſcriptures are ſuiicient 
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to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, and to perfect thee.” 
I intreat you my brethren not to think lightly of this 
matter; but to weigh your forms and words carefully 


by the ſcriptures; and let not your love to tunes and 


forms prevail with you to keep any that you find con- 


trary to the word of God. Nadab and Abihu perhaps 


thought it a matter of little conſequence in what man- 


ner they offered incenſe, ſo they did but do it: but God 


thought otherwiſe : and I tell you that God is diſpleaſ- 


ed with the ſhortning and lengthening of his word, 
which is uſcd in this our day. The ſcripture method, 


mentioned 1 Cor. xiv. 31. is an eaſy, profitable, and 
reaſonable one; it being much leſs fatigue both of bo- 
dy and mind for every one, as many as can, to take a 
ſhare, than for one always to bear rhe whole burden, 
God is not to be pleaſed with fine learned language, 
7 Cor. xiii. 1. „ for the kingdom of God conſiſts not 
in word but in power.” Paul commands the Corinthi- 
ans to « covet (ſeek after, endeavour for) earneſtly the 
veſt giſts,” Cor. xit. 31. ſuch as teaching, exhorting, 


_ preaching, &c. and God does not give perfection all at 
once, but „“ as little children we are to enter into the 
kingdom of God;” and by degrees become “ young 


men,” and « fathers or elders.” And it is the duty 
of every one to make uſe of that gift which he has 
from God; taking care at all times to behave himſelf 
orderly and decently; and with that regard which 
is due to the different degrees which Chriſt has made 
in his church. Tf any wan be ignorant, let him be- 


have 2 e. 1 Cor. xiv. 38. & xii. 28. 
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EIGHTH HE A D. 


Forſake not the aſſe mbling of yourſelves 1 Heb. 
Xx. 25. 


But remem ber, my brethren, that we are command- 


ed to withdraw ourſely es from goſpel fellowſhip with 
| every 


folle 
tells 
can. 
heat 
tot! 
Abr 
Iſaac 
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every one that walks not by the Griptules, &© Now we 
command you, - brethren, in the name that is, accord- 
ing to the word. Matt. xviii. 17.) of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, that ye withdraw yourſelves from every brother 


that walketh diſorderly, and not after the tradition 


which he received of us.” 2 Theſ. iii. « Be not par- 


taker of other men's ſins; keep thyſelf pure.” 1 This 
v. 2 2. © Shan profane and vain babblings (idle fooli! 


talk or preaching;) for they will :ncreaſe to more un- 


godlineſs, and ſuch words will eat like a canker.” 
2 Tim. ii. 16, 17. Evil communications corrupt goo l 
manners.” From them that have a form of g godlinels, 
but deny (by their works) the power thereof, turn away.” 
2 Tim. iii. Come out from amongſt them, my pev- 
ple, and be ye ſeparate, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and (then) I will receive you; and will be a 
father (defender, provider, portion; unto you, and yz 
ſhall be my ſons and daughters (I will make you like 
myſelf, holy. Matt. v. 48.) faith the Lord Alm; ghty.” 
2 Cor. vi. © Come out of her (from them that read or pear 
the ſcriptures, and live not according to them) my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues.” Rev. xvii. 4. „ Ceaſc, 
my ſon, to hear the inſtruction (preaching or teaching) 
which teacheth to depart from the words of knowledge 
(tae ſcriptures/.“ Prov. alſo, 1 Cor. v. 6, Heb. x11. 15. 
And be not afraid, my brethren, tho' ye ſhould, in 
following the Lord, be left to walk alone: Our Lord 
tells us, that he whe forſaketh not all that he bath, 
cannot ſerve him truly. For he will have the whole 
heart of hi; people; and therefore he tries them cv 1 
to the giving up the deareſt they have: ſo he tricd 
Abraham (Our father, and pattern) when he demanQe. 
Iſaac; and ſo he tries all whom he receives, Elijah, Joo, 
Jeremiah, and Paul allo were left to walk alone. job 
xix. Jer. r. 1d. Rom... 48+ 17. 4 6 Our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt has promiled to be with and guard ail his 


upright people (that is, them that are honsſt, mercial 
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quiet, humble, kind, ſober, induſtrious, lovers 
by deeds of good men, &c.) at all times to the end of 
the world, If. xliii. 2. Matt xvili. 20. John xvii. 20. 
and tho' for their ſins he ſuffers them to be caſt rn 
and ſometimes e oppreſſed. (2 Cor. i 8. 

he does not ſuffer them to be N ed- e Cor. iv. 9. '\ 
but does by theſe aſllictions make them forſake their fins 
(uncharitableneſs, pride, fear of man, love of the 
world, &c:) till in the end ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee 
away. II Ixii. 7. 

In that time alſo when « the violent take the king- 
dom of heaven by force,” God puniſhes his people 
for. their former tins, (Job xiii. 26) that they may 
thereby learn to fear him, and keep his command- 
ments all the reſt of their liſe: fo Paul ſays, « knowing 
(having felt) the terrors (anger, wrath, vengeance) of 
God (tor ſin,) we perſuade men (to flee from it).“ 


SIN TH HEAD. 


Tien theſe curſes are come upon you, the people round 
about yeu hall jay, Wherefore hath God done thus unta 
#715 Noble what is the cauſe of this great anger ? 
then an/wer ſhall be made, becauſe they have forſaken 
the law of God; for they have ſerved other gods and 


worſt ed them ; gods whim they knew not, and 


om be had not given unto them. Deut Xxix. 


In Scripture, great and eminent men are called gods. 
-0;the Lord isJomerimes called the God of particular 
good men, as of Abraham, Ifaac, a and Jacob, &c and 
10 metimes the Ged of gods (good men) in genera), 


Joſh. zxit. fo alſo- David ſays, „ God ſtandeth in the 
eongregation of the mighty, he judgeth amon > the 
2 5 5 , 
= "And again © worſhip him all ye gods,” And 
gan I have ſaid that ye are gods,” To which 
Seripture our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ig fers, to teach the Jews 
that men are ca led £9 4, ſo the Je 66S Were for bidden 
to fevile their own gods. 'ibou ſhalt not revile the 
gods 
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gods, nor curſe the ruler of thy people.” God is no 
where in Scripture either called or meant to be the 
God (upholder, defender, portion, chief good) of ima- 
ges made of gold or ſilver, or wood or ſtone, & for 
« heis'not the God of the dead, but of the living.“ 

As good men are called in ſcripture gods of God,or 
gods whom the Lord has “ given to his people; 0 
falle prophets and teachers are called “ ſtrange gods; 
that is, leaders of them that know not God, neither 


knew him themſelves : ſuch were Korah, Dathan, and 


Abiram ; ſuch were theſe that ſaid “ Peace, peace, 
when there was no peace.“ Jere. vi, 14. Ezek. xiii. 10. 
And them that ſpoke falſehood and lies, and ſaid “ the 
Lord faith,” Jere. xxiii. the Jews often embraced the 
doctrines and maxims of ſuch teachers; and by ſuch 


conduct drew the anger of God upon themſelves: 90 


it is my brethren, at this time: many that ſeek God 
(Mark x. 22. Luke xiii. 24. Rev. iii. 15.) forſake the 
fountain of living waters, (that is, the true and pure 


doctrine preached in the Scriptures) and hew out to 


themſelves broken ciſterns (modes or ways of worſhip) 


that can hold no water.” And therefore it is that they go 


mourningy or without reit all the day (their lite) long : 


and that «« though they make many prayers, yet God 


acars them not” ro bring them into that reſt which he 
has promiſed to them that obey bim. 1 Kings viii. 332 
&c. Matt. xi. 28, &c. John xiv. 23. 1 John iii. 22. 
© For we that have believed (that is, faithfully kept 


the commandments of God according to our conſcience) 


ao (now) enter into reſt.“ Heb. iv. 3. 
God alſo complains of the 3 tor following gods 


«© whom neither they, nor their fathers had known 


Ls => | 


Tlieſe J ſuppoſe were authors who either lived a long 
ime before them, or elſe lived in other countries, and 
whoſe private conduct was thereſore unknown to the 
lews. Such might be M olech, 1 Milcom, 


7 ono And I ſuppoſe allo that the Jews had ſchools 
typified in the Scriptures unde! the Name of altars, and 
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high places, 1 Kings xi. 7.) among them, where the 
doctrines (either of divinity, or war, &c.) of theſe men 
were taught; and alſo ſtatues, or pictures were made 
in honour of them. Theſe things are what the Scrip— 
tures call bowing-down to, worſhipping, ſerving, &c. 
for true worſhip or ſervice conſiſts in giving our ſub- 
ſtance to, or for any thing: “ Honour (worſhip, thank, 


pray to) the Lord with thy ſubſtance, for ſo ſhalt thou 


get the bleſſing.“ Prov. iii. 9, 10. Mal. iii. 10, 11. 
Matt. xxv. 35. &c. To honour the Lord with our ſub- 
ſtance, is to enjoy, and to make uſe of it in all things 
according as he commands us in his word. When 
God ſent his commands by his own prophets, their lives 
(being according to the word of God) were evidences 
of the truth of their doctrine: ſo Moſes, and Samuel 
ſays, „ Whoſe goods have I unjuſtly taken, or whom 


have I defrauded?” And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


& Which of you convinceth me of fin? and if I fay 
the truth, why do ye not believe me?” and Paul, „ Ye 
know how I have lived with you at all ſeaſons; I have 


coveted no man's goods, but have by my own labour 


ſupported the weak and needy.” Acts xx. and again, 
« Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 
juſtly, and unblameably we have behaved ourlelves a- 
mong you.” 1 Theſſ. ii. And ſo our Lord commands 
his diſciples „ when they depart from any that reject 
their word, to ſhake off the duſt of their feet for a teſti- 
mony againſt them.” That is, to take them to witnel; 
before God, that they had walked or lived amongl: 
them unblameably, and according to the word of 
God. 

God therefore complains cf the Jews for following 
gods lawgivers or teachers) whoſe lives they knew not, 
when their doctrines were oppoſite to God's prophets, 
whoſe good lives they knew. „ By their fruits, ſays 
our Lord, ye ſhall know men.” 

By the worſhippers of the god Baal, fo often men- 
tioned in the old teſtament, I underſtand them who 
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ſought pleaſure in the things of this world: either 
«© the luſts of the fleſh, or the luſts of the eye, or the 
pride of life,“ over whom the God of this world 
reigneth. So Ezekiel tell us that the elders of Iſrael 
offered incenſe to creeping things, and unclean beaſts, 
and other idols. Ezek. viii. 10, 11. That is, they 
either ſpent their time and ſubſtance idly in admiring 
and painting inſects and other beaſts; or elſe they ate 
ſuch of theſe things as were then forbidden by the 
Moſaic law: and by the other idols, I underſtand idle 
(uſeleſs ' parts of their dreſs, furniture, buildings, &c. 
In Scripture any thing alſo is called a perſon's god 
or idol, from which he ſeeks pleaſure or profit in a way 
contrary to the word of God. So men, women, money, 
victuals, cloathing, beaſts, houſes, lands, arms, &c. are 
gods or idols of the world; « But to us there is but one 
God; and we enjoy and ule theſe his good gifts accor- 
ding as he commands us; bringing all that we have 
into ſubjeCtion to his word. Neither do J write to them 


L E TT E 


| wioſe belly, or pleaſure, or whoſe money is their god, 


or chief good: for I wreſtle not with that which is fleſh 
and blood only. 


TENTH HE A D.: 


Owe no man any thing, Rom. xii. 8.“ 


it 18 the will of God, my brethren, that we ſhould be 
ſree from debt. It was one of the bleſſings promiſed to 
the Jews, that “ they ſhould lend, and ſhould not 
borrow.” And one of the curſes, that “ they ſhou'd 
borrow, and not lend.” Deut. xxviii. 12, 44. No 
man, ſays Paul, that warreth, entangleth bimſelf with 
the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe him who hath 
choſen him to be a ſoldier.” 2 Tim. ii 4. „ If ye 
continue in my word, ſays our Lord, ye ſhall know the 
truth, and the truth (Chriſt) ſhall make you free” John 
viii 32. which promiſe ſhall be fulfilled to ſuch of his 
children as claim it, in regard to freedom from debt to 
| | man,, 
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man, as well as freedom from the bondage of inward 
fin: « For God ſhall ſupply all their need.” Phill. iv, 
19. And give them a time when none ſhall make them 
afraid, Ezek. We cannot tell to what trial or ſervice 
God will call us. Perſecution we are ſure of: it may 
be even to the deſtruction of our temporal goods; we 
ought therefore to be diſentangled as much as we can 
from the world; and to * lay aſide every weight,” 

& The fear of man bringeth 2 ſnare,” And that is (} 
often the portion of a perſon that cannot pay his debts. he, 
Beſides it may be that our refuſing, or neglecting when N he'y 
in our power to pay even a very ſmall debt, may yet ex- toffe 
ceedingly diſtreſs the perſon to whom it is due: and re- lay 1 


member, my brethren, that God is avenger of all them THGES 
(whether good ar bad men) that are oppreſſed, or agat. 


— 


wrongfully uſed. | of pl 
ELEVENTH HEAD. 825 

be hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, I will F ſhall 
repay it. Philemon 18, 19, ioth | 
COme 


We are hereby taught to bear the burden of our bre- I ,,.... 
thren, to make reſtitution to the utmoſt of our Power, thy g 
to any that we have wronged. « Do juſtice.” If right 
J have taken any thing from any man wrongfully, 1 

i make him reſtitution.” Luke xix 8 Levit vi. In I I 
l making reſtitution, we are not bound to obſerve the I bull 
method commanded in the Moſaic law, but to do jui-W ay 
| Jy according to our conſcience; having a regard therein 3 
| to the good ordinances or laws of intereſt of our own. -.o 
country. “ Submit yourſelves to every good ordinance 6. 

of man.” 1 Pet. ii. 13. 5 ral, 
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My kingdom is not of this wirld. John xviii. 36. 


Ur Lord Jeſus Chriit does not mean by this, that 
all his promiſes refer to the next life; for, lays 
he, * the kingdom of God is (now) within you.” But 


he means that ſuch paſſages as theſe, “O thou afflicted, 


toſſed with tempeſts, and not comforted ; behold, I will 
lay thy ſtones of beautiful colours, and lay thy founda- 
tions with ſapphires; and I will make thy windows, of 
7 and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders 
of pleaſant ſtones.” „The multitude of thy beaſts ſhall 

over thy land; all they from Sheba ſhail come: they 


hall bring gold and incenſe : all the flocks of Kedar 


{hall be gathered together unto thee-; the rams of Neba- 
ioth mall miniſter unto thee; the glory of Lebanon ſhall 
come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box 
together. Thy ſun ſhall no mere go down; neither ſhall 

thy moon withdraw itſelf, Thy people lo ſhall be all 
rightcous. A little one ſhall become a thouſand, and a 
mall one a-ſtrong nation. The wolf and che lamb 
Hall ſeed together, and the lion ſhall cat ſtraw like the 
bullock; and duſt ſhail be the ſerpent's meat. Ifaiah. 
Alſo, & ye are a royal pricithood.” 1 Peter ii. 9. And 


again, © Thou haſt made us unto our God kings and 


prieſts; and we ſhall reign on the earth Rev. 5. 10, 
duch paſſages as theſe, 1 Jays are not natural or lite- 
ral, but ſpiritual and metaphorical only: for they 
were never naturally fulfilled, as ſome of the promiſes 
were; fuch as the return from the Dabyloniſh captivi- 
ty, &c. And though all God's true children are in- 
deed rich, and kings and pricils before they leave this 
| world 


„„ 21-17 55 
. 
. 


f * . a 
r rr We 4 gee HEY 


r . 
7 br 
— a <A, 1 s 


8 2 th — = 7 - — 
n OAT TE 3 RW ee res, ti * 
tins. Ss 5 


. 


n 
————— Ia 


— ” 2 — 
. — 
"= 3 


PRE 


— 
4” 
pine. 


MIX 


r 


22 Ie ey, 
CY ey we ene Wy 
— dS 


Ae. 
0 2 bd 


CC 22>. > ES ma” Sorry 


| ſerve) only can teach them.“ 


36 LETTER OW. 


world, yet their kingdom and riches is not outward bu! 
inward. We find therefore that ſome parts of the 
Scriptures have both “ a natural and ſpiritual body,” 


or meaning, as Zech. vin. 4. and ſome part a ſpiritual 


only; as the texts which I have quoted above Let 
the goſpel promiſes us alſo the good things of this world; 


that; is, ſufficiency of neceſſary food and cloathing of 
our own. 80 Iſaiah, „ ye ſhall eat the riches of the 


gentiles, {that is, the good things of this lite) and in 
their glory ſhall ye boaſt yourſelves (that is, ye ſhal! 
have plenty of theſe good things“) And Paul ſays, 
« my God ſhall ſupply all your need!“ 

The word of God is called a © riddle,” a © parable,” 
a « dark ſaying,” a myltery” And faith Paul, 
the natural man (living in fin, and therefore having 
not the ſpirit of God) underſtandeth not the things of 
God; neither can he, becauſe God (whom he will not 
But, „ the way-faring 
man, who is walking to Zion with his face (bis actions) 
thitherward, ſhall be taught the ways of God « Ex- 
cept ye had plowed with my heifer, ſays Sampſon, yc 
had not found out my riddle” By which ſaying we 
are taught, thatnone ſhall truly and ſavingly underſtand 


the Scriptures, but them that will live conſcientiouſly in 


all things John vii. 17. So Paul, „ happy is tha: 


man whole conſcience. condemneth him not in toms 


thing that he does.” Rom. xiv. 22. 
SECOND HEAD. 

For 1 knew Abraham, that he will command his (6i'« 
drin, and his houſt old after him, and they ſpall keep 4; 
way the Lord, and do that which is right, that 15 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that good u bich be hat: 
promiſed him Gen, xviii 19. 

Then Jacob ſaid to his fut, and to all that wer: 
with hm, Put «way the firange gods that are among 
vc and be ye llcan, ard change 3 CUT garments : ans 
hey did ſo. GEN, XXXV. 2, 4+ ; 
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As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve:the: Lord. Jo- 


ſbya XXIV If. 

For 1 have told Eli, that I will puniſh his houſe for 
ever, becauſe his ſons acted wickedly, and. he reftrained. 
them not. 1 Sam. iii. 13. 


The above texts and many other ſuch- like (as 1 Tim. 
1 & ii ch. 1 Pet. iii. Eph. v. Col. i me 
ch) teach us that the maſter or head of a houſe is ac- 
countable for the outward conduct and behaviour of his 
family. The huſband and wife is ſet forth to us in ſcrip- 
ture as a type of Chriſt and his church ; and he 1s com- 
manded to love her as Chriſt loves his people; that is, to 
provide for her, defend her, prefer-her to all other worldly 
connections, and not to ſuffer her to live in outward ſin. 


Eph v. 26, 27. And in return ſhe is to obey him 


all things that are according to the word of God. v. 24. 


CHI HE AK 


 Wheſe God is their belly. 
© Covetouſneſs, which is idtlatry. 


Among the gods of the world are ſome things which 
chriſtians may not uſe. Such are ſtatues, pictures, 
muſick, and ſuch like things as have no other uſe or 
end, but to be ſeen or heard; and therefore are not 
truly profitable to man; being neither good for the 
nouriſhment of the body or the ſoul. 'The gold, and 
ſlver, and carving, and embroidery, and precious 
tones, and mulick, &c which were uſed under the 
Moſaic diſpenſation, were only types and ſhadows; 
God had no pleaſure in the things themſelves (but be 
was then, and now is delighted with the true ſcriptural 
worſhip of his people: and when Chriſt came they all 
ended. Heb. viii. ix, & x. chap. And now our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt tells us that « of every idle, uſeleſs word, 
men ſhall give an account in the day of judgment.” 
Dy „ word” here we are not to underſtand only the 

5 D ſpeech 
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ſpeech of the tongue, but our deeds and actions alſo. 
So we read in the Proverbs of them that « ſpeak with 
their feet, and with their fingers,” vi. 13. and the 
common proverb is true, that « example is ſtronger 
than precept.” Indeed the law of God, commonly ca!- 
ed the ren commandments, expreily forbids the uſe of 
flarues and pictures: * thou ſhalt not make unto thee 


any graven image, or any likene!s ſtatue or picture to 
look at only) of any thing that is in heaven, or earth, 


or water: thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to (buy, or 
ivek pleaſure in looking at) them, nor ſerve them (by 
Keeping them uſeleſly in thy koule, Deut. vii 25, 26 or 
any other way.” Exod. xx) Statues and pictures, It 
10 pleaſe the eye only, are, as God tells us, If. xliv. g, 
T2. among the rhings wherein there is no profit; and 
therefore he has forbidden us to uſe them. Deut xvi, 


22 As tothe cherubims and other images which Moſes 


and Solomon made, they were types; as were the ta- 
bernacle, and temple, and Solomon's houſe, and the 
houſe of Lebanon, and the houſe for Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter; and it would be as ſinful to uſe uſcleſs images from 
thoſe precedents which had a uſe, as to offer God the 
blood of beaſts, which they then did. 

God, it 1s true, ſhines in his-creatures, and wherever 
we fee him (that is juſtice, mercy, love of goodneſs, 
&Cc. more or leſs) we ought to worſhip (honour, ſerve) 
him: but he is a ſpirit, and we cannot therefore make 
any material image or likeneſs of him. So Moſes charg- 
ed the Jews, © rake heed that ye make not to yourſelf 
80 image; for ye ſaw no manner of lIikeneſs in the diy 

at God talked with you.” And «there is none good, 
| ergy is, deſerving of worſhip) but God.” Who tells us 
that & he will not give his glory co” another, nor his 
n "raiſe to graven images: which we do when we make 
itatucs and pictures in honour of men 

Tf his Mojeſty King George ſbould, upon a journey, 
op 7 a Wicht at any town, it is likely the heads of 1t 
our to ſhew him tome marks of Honour 
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and reſpect: but if he left the place the next morning, 
it would be thought very fooliſh in them to go to the: 
houſe where he had lolyed, and act the ſam? ceremony 


over again the next night, merely becauſe the king hal 


been there; yet this they do who make or bay ſtatues 
or pictures in honour even of good men. | 

God loves man; and hates his fooliſh works which 
produce him ſorrow. Whereſore, ſays he, do ye ſpend 
money for that which is not bread? and your labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not?” If Iv. 2 which ſcripture 
has both a „ natural and ſpiritual body” or meaning, 
In obedience therefore to the word of God, we read 
that « many who uſed curious arts, brought their books 
together and burned them before all mæn; to the a- 


mount of fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver ” Acts xix 19, 


By, „ curious arts” is meant ſuch trades and occupati- 
ons as are uſeleis and unprofitable to mankind, and only 
to gratify pride and folly: and by © books”. is meant 
the productions or goods of ſuch buſineſſes. la 
the ſame manner of ſpeaking, Paul calls the Corinthians 
& his. epiſtle ; and the epiſtle of Chriſt, known, and eaſy 
to be read by all that ſaw them.” 2 Cor ju Anl fv 
I think I have ſomewhere ſeen nature (the hzavenly and 
earthly bodies) called the book oft God. Which is a 
juſt ſaying. | 

told you at the beginning of my firſt letter, that no 


ſcripture belonged ſolely to any particular time or people 


or perſon; but to the people of God in all ages to the 


end of the world: the believers at Epheſus whom 1 


quoted above, acted therefore according to the com- 
mand, Deut. vii. 5 and others ſuch like. For the al- 
tars, and images, and groves, and graven images which 
the Iſraelites were there commanded to deſtroy, were 
1 P 3 pe ; Hi he K I. 
ſuch uſelaſs, idle, unſatisfying things as the world ſeeks 
pleaſure and good from. For the bodies and goods of 
God's people, as well as their minds, are to be ſanct:- 
hed, and made clean and holy; that is, good, uſetul, 
rolitable. 2 C ii. I. R 33. 1. 2. Jude xxiii : 
PTCA . ao. Or. VII. | WP Om, * 425 „ J ($1 o XX111. 
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But the children of God may not eat the bread of idle: 
neſs.” Prov. xxxi. 27. Ezek. xvi. 49. 1 Tim. v. 13. 


2 Theſſ. iii. ro. therefore as they leave off uſeleſs, and 
therefore ſinful works or occupations, they are to learn 


or take up uſcful trades or buſineſſes: fo ſays Paul, 


« let our people alfo learn to maintain good works 
(honeſt-occupations), for neceſſary uſes; that they be 
Not unfruitful.“ Tit. ii. 14. Eph. iv. 28. 

We are alſo to be careful that we wrong no man in 
leaving off uſeleſs trades; but if bond- ſervants or ap- 
Prentices to pay our maſters for the remainder of our 
time, if they conſent not otherwiſe, or elſe ſerve it out. 
Lev. xxv. 47, &c. 1 Tim. vi. 1. And before we deſ- 
troy our entirely uſeleſs (and therefore idolatrous, goods, 
We are © to do juſtice ;” to pay our debts: © render 
unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's:“ and we may 
allo ſell them, if neceffary, for the reaſonable ſupport 
of ourſelves, our brethren, and our families, rather 
than be obliged to beg it of others „„ 

Do not ſay, my brethren, what would mankind do 
tor work, if all uſeleſs trades were aboliſhed ? there is 
ſufficiency of reaſonable work to employ all mankind 
in providing the neceſſaries of life. Neither was hard 
labour given to man as a bleſſing, but as a curſe. Gen. 
iti. 9. And therefore if we can get the good things 


of this world without it, we ought to be glad of 


it, and not make the curſe heavier by taking more 
labour upon ourſelves than God has made neceſſary. 
Many there are that want comfortable clothing, and 


many allo that want neceſſary food; and much uncul- 


tived land is there throughout the world; and much 
alſo that I ſuppoſe with better cultivation might be 
made to yield a much better produce. Indeed the 
ſervice of God 1s in all things a « reaſonable {ſervice I 
dor nothing that is truly good hath he with-held from 
man : but man has by his own invention brought dit- 
treſs upon himſelf, and caſt the good things of God 
from him. But it is a ſufficient reaſon for a chriſtian's 
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& | doing any thing, that it is the command of Gel, an! 
3. in doing that be i is ſure to meet with his reward, tay 
nd all the reit of mankind do otherwiſe. 
al FOURTH WEMIE 
ks Set a mark upon the  foreheads of the men that. fi.» 
be and that cry for all the ſins of Feruſalem. Ez. ix. FE 
Stop, till we have ſealed the ſervants of cur Cad in thei n 
in fore heads. Rev. vil. 3. 
p- A city that is jet on a hill cannot be hid. 
ur | 
1 The God of this world, my brethren, ſuffers his chil- 
ef dren to wear his mark or image either openly, in their 
ds, toreheads, or ſecretly and hypocritically in their right 
ler hands; Rev. xiii. 16. but our God does not ſo: his 
ay people are certainly and without any excuſe to wear his 
ort mark or image, or name in their foreheads; that it may 
her be ſeen and read by all that obſerve them. 2 Cor, f ili. By 
their „ foreheads, we are to underſtand their actions, 
do dealings, buſineſs, behaviour, manner of life, govern- 
138 ment of their families, dreſs, and every thing that is 
nd outward, or can be ſeen by man. God has often given 
ard command concerning the apparel of his people: Paul 
en. fays, „ we uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech; and out 


19S Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſays, “ of every idle word that man 
of IF fhall ſpeak they ſhall give account thereof in the day of 


ore judgment: and by ſpeech in ſcripture, I bay: betore 
ry. ihe ewns that we are not to underſtand the words of the 
ind mouth only, but all our deeds and actions. The word 
ul- ' of God teaches us to be grave, 1 Tim. iii. 8. 11. _ 
ich KF forbids our wearing expenhve or rich clothes. ii. 

be and « even nature teaches us to judge of mankind b 
the their dreſs as well as by the reſt of their actions. The 
e:“ people of God are alſo: “ a poor and an atlicted peo- 
om ple; which ſurely ig A very good realon for their Jay - 
lif- ing aide ever) unneceſſary weight in apparel, as well 
od as in other things. For though there are ſome rich 


n's | called, yet like Jeev!, Zaccheus, and Barnabas they 


ing 1 8 ei 
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4 ſell that they have, and give to the poor.“ That is, 1 


they ſupply or miniſter to the wants of their brethren, -F- ſec 

2 Cor. vii. and xi. chap. Rom. xv. 26, 27. | W. 

FIFTH HE A D. 59 

J have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, ſaith no 

the Lord God. Ezek. xvini. 32. ap. 

A live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure i in the kv 

1 death of the wicked, but that the wicked furn from for 
j 3 his way and live. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. | = 
i _ 
„ By death in ſcripture is not meant only our departure ſes 
|. © _-out of this world; but every calamity and affliction is faſl 
ll (+ called « dying,” or a « death,” So Pharaoh fays to anc 
100! Moſes, « intreat the Lord for me, that he may take bea 
1 away from me this death only,“ Exod. x. 17. Alſo ma 
Wi. Paul relating a great affliction which he had been in, ane 
mays, God delivered us from io great a death.” Cor. . 
is i. 10, And again “ death reigneth in us, but life in the 
0 you.” Not meaning that fin reigned in him, and it d 


righteouſneſs in them, but that he was ſuffering perſe- 
cution and trouble, while they enjoyed relt and plenty, 


„ God has no pleaſure therefore in the afflictions of man- D; 
J 41 
by kind, not even of the worſt ; but he is a juſt Judge betwixt 7 
Fl man and man, and therefore he puniſhes the injurers. F _ 
15 Col. iii. 25. Eph. vi. 8. * 


5 Ihe trials alſo of the people of God, are ſorrows. | zy;, 
which ſim brings upon them. It pieaſes God to bring 7 ; 
bis people to himſelf not all at once, but by degrees, 

as he permitted the Jews to conquer Canaan ; and as T 
David gained the kingdom of Iſrael from the houſe of II 1 Je 
Saul; and this time of cleanſing themſelves from ſin, . or ig 

is a time of trouble; for the parting with ſome of their · and 
{ins is compared to „ cutting off right hands, and the 

— plucking out right eyes.” God alſo in this time of I oivir 
trial puniſhes his people for their former ſins; letting mad 
ithem drink of that bitter cup which our Lord IF or te 
Arank to the bottom on their account. Matthew xx. give; 
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87 23. Whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
t- I ſcourgeth every ſon whom he reciveth.” „If ye be 
without chaſtiſement, whereof all (the children) are 
partakers (here) then are ye baſtards, and not ſons.” 
« When ye are judged, ye are chaſtened; that ye may 


#þ not be condemned (hereafter) with the world.” As the 
- apoſtles and diſciples of our Lord followed him and 
he kved with him when he was upon earth, and were there- 
om tore partakers of his ſhame, and want, and ignominy, 


and reproach ; ſo it 1s to the end of the world ; all his 
children muſt, in that meaſure which their father plea- 


ure ſes, ſome more, and ſome leſs, partake of the ſame 
| 16 fuſſerings; and they prove that they have „ been with, 
to and learned of Jeſus, by their willingly taking up and 
ake bearing his croſs (that is, reproach, and contempt, and 
Wile ſame, and hatred, and perſecution, and oppreſſion, 
in, . and ſorrow, and want, John x. 20. and xvi. 2. 20. 
or. II. liii. for „doing as they would have others to do to 
> them.“) Even when they have opportunities of laying 
8 it down. Heb. xi. 15, 37. 

rſe- | . 

lan- 


Diſtributing to the neceſſity of ſaints; given to hoſpi- 
tality. Rom. 12. 13. And above all things, have fer- 
vent charity among yourſelves : for charity ſhall 

cover the multitude of fins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. = 

Vith the merciful, thou wilt ſbew thyſelf merciful. Pl. 


mY Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, Matt. 
"CCSg | | 5 


d as Though the children of God cannot (wilfully) ſin, 
ſe of I John iii. 9. yet they do often ſin through infirmity 
ſin, . or ignorance, 1 John i. 8. Ja. iii. 2. Kings viii. 46. 
heir - and as the Jews of old when they had treſpaſſed againſt 
and I the Moſaic law, were to make atonement to God by 
e of I giving meat (all or part of the things ſacrificed; that is, 
tting made ready to be eaten) to his prieſts at the tabernacle 
Lord or temple; ſo now, my brethren, we are to obtain for- 
xx. givensſs- of, God for our ſins of ignorance and infirmity, 


vixt 
ers. 


—— 


— 


* 
o 


„eee 
. 5 5 on 


— 
. ä — 3 Ah A * E a —— 2 Pp 
Ih Ine — —— 2 * * n - —_ * 
. os > < ne I 9. . 32 LS. 8 3 ts 8 7 2 — _ e 8 r 
A rr to REL . „ e ee end ts + Caen, et. 
A 4s ea * — - n. 3 2 2 * - < + pop kun . . . 4 
W k 2 G 5 Sad. = A — : r See 


n 


Dana 


bf 
i 


1 —— 


MS 


. — 
vo — 
3 


r 1 2 Is 
_— * 3 


r 8 og Ty, 8 
F 
RES 


* 7 7 — 
r e ot N 


A 


bs 8 7 ee © 25] 0 4 — YO . 
. 1 EE ͤ K — © #5: > . % 
rl ets -H r 2 — 2 3 r 8 
4 2 5 "Fi; I + 


4 


4 8 e 


e 6 


Ps 7 
r 


— 


we " 
„ K „ag — 
— — — 


— — 


44 Eee 


by forgiving, upon repentance; and loving, that is, 


doing good to one another. At the ſame time being 
careful to turn from our errors and infirmities ſo ſoon 
as we find them out, or ſo ſoon as we can. „ He that 
confeſſeth or repenteth, and forſaketh his fins ſhall have 
mercy.” Alſo 1 Kings viii. 37. &c. 1 John i. . 
This love to one another, my brethren, is the 
cc threſhing floor of Ornan the Jebulite.” The place 
where God accepted David's ſacrifice, and forgave his 
ſin, 1 Chron. xxi. 26. &c. and the only place where 
God will be ſought for and ſavingly found even to the 
end of the world. 1 Chron. xxii. . © He that re- 
ceiveth, or doth good to yon, ſays our Lord to his diſ- 
ciples, receiveth and doth good to me, and to my 


Father.” | | | | | 
This temple, or houſe for God to dwell in, which 


David built, was a type of that “ habitation” which 


God makes for himſelf; even a type of the upright ; 
in what part of the world ſoever they are. Theſe 
are God's houſe, theſe are the gate of heaven.” Gen. 
xxviii. 17. Theſe are “ Chriſt's garments,” which are 
to be touched for bealth even to the end of the world. 
Seek out therefore, my brethren, them that * fear God, 
and keep his commandments.” Ecc. xii. 13. and ſhew 
your love to them of whatever ſect or denomination, 


by doing them good, according to their wants, and 


your ability: having a regard alſo to that degree of 
faithfuhneſs, or goodneſs, or obedience to God which 
they fre poſſeſſed of: remembring that the greateſt 
goodneſs requires the greateſt love from you. * A fa- 
ther of the ſatherleſs, and a judge of the widow is God 
in his holy habitation.” Know therefore my brethren, 


where God dwelleth, and abideth, by this mark. 

& For whoſoever loveth not (by deeds, when neceilary) 

Eis brother, is not of God.” 1 John iii. 10. 
SEVENTH HEAD. 


Cive net that which is boly unts the digs, neither raſt 
1 | re 


ye your pearls before ſwine, left they trample them une 


der their feet, and turn again and rend you. Matt. 
vii. 6. | | 


Comfort not any, my brethren, with the promiſes of 
God, that live in known and wilful fin : for * to the 
wicked, God ſaith, what right haſt thou to take my 
coyenant in thy mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruc- 
tion, and haſt caſt my words behind thy back.” Pſ. 

Neither, my brethren, do ye ſpeak to every one con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. „ Speak not, ſays So- 
lomon, in the ears of a fool, for he will deſpiſe the wiſ- 
dom of thy words.” And again, „go from the pre- 


ſenceof a fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt not in him 
the lips of knowledge,” Prov. xiv. 7. again „ reprove 


not a ſcorner (wiltul ſinner) leſt he hate hurt) thee,” 
Prov. ix. 8. and when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſent the 


diſciples to preach the goſpel, he ſays. to them, „“ go 


not in the way of the gentiles (the open wilful ſinners,) 
and into any city of the Samaritans (them who pre- 
ſerve a form of godlineſs, ſuch as hearing or reading 
the Scriptures &c. but refuſe to obey God in their deal- 
ings and actions enter ye not; but go to the loſt ſheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael ;” that is, to them who are truly 
ſeeking and waiting for God, in the way which he has 


commanded, of what nation or ſect ſoever. For « in 


every nation he that feareth God, and worketh righte- 
oulneſs is accepted by him.” Acts x. 35. Our Lord 
alſo commands his diſciples to “ preach the goſpel to 
every creature ;”* That is, that whoſoever will act 
thereby may be ſaved: and alſo themſelves to act and 
do unto every one according to the word of God. For 
preaching, my brethren, conſiſts not only in words of 


the tongue, but be you, ſays Paul, examples and 
patterns of good works in all things. 1 Tim. iv. 12. 


Tit. ii. 7. 1 Pet. v. 3. fo we are told « that Abel 
though dead yet ſpeaks by his works.” Heb. xi. 4. 


and our Lord ſays, „J have given you an — 
| that 
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that ye ſhould do as J have done to you.” John xiii. f. 
and Paul ſays « we wrought night and day, not becauſe 
we could not live without ſuch labour, but to make 
ourſelves an example unto you to follow us. 2 1 eff, 


i. 8. 9. 
I mean not to ſpeak againſt 8 to mixt com. 


panies in public congregations; but that we ſhould be 
cautious of ſpeaking upon an improper ſubject to ſingle 
perſons: giving to every one their portion of meat in 


cue ſeaſon. 
EIGHTH HE AD. 


The children of Iſrac! ed forty years in the wilder. 
neſs, till all the neu war, which came out of E., 


were conſumed; becauſe they cbeyed not "wo vc ice of 
the Lord. Joſhua v. 6. "= 


We read throughout the ſcriptures of the people 0! 
God being made a reproach, and a taunt, and aproverb, 
and a bye word, and a deriſion among their neighbours: 
and a great part of this contempt, and ſhame, and 1g- 
nominy ariſes from their being made to go © to and 
fro.” If. xlix. 12. For as God made the Jews to 
wander backward and forward (being obliged to tojlow 
the pillar and the cloud) m the wilderneſs untill they 
were forty years in going a journey, which they m. ight 
perhaps have gone in a few months; and until! all the 
rebellious and Jiſobedient were dead; ſo now he makes 
his people to do and undo (being obliged to follow ot 


ac according to their conſcience, or "that light and] 


ſtrength which he at preſent gives them) untill = 
are teck oned as weathercocks, and become as ther 

fuſe and ofr- -icouring of mankind. And this yoke * 
judgment is upon them becauſe of their ſins. But i 
will not be always ſo. For when God has by 
leading them « through the fire, and through the 
water,” and « by the Ipirit of judgment and burning,” 


given them that puniſnment for their fins which be 
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ces meet; and ſubdued all their diſodedience; and 
they have proved themſelves to be his children, by 
« Overcoming all the allurements of the world,“ and 
by 6 willingly ſuſtering the loſs of every thing thit 
they had, for his lake 7 then will he give them ret: 
« their teachers ſhall no more be hid from their eyes, 
but they ſhall ſee their teachers; and ſhall hear the 
voice of God continualiy ſaying to them, This is the 
right way, walk in it. And “ the cup of darkneſs, and 
bitterne ſs, and anguiſh of heart, and an {all be 
taken out of their hand is, and given to them who becauſe 
they experienced no ſuch changes, were therefore not 
afraid to revile and perlecute tae members of Chriſt, 
whom God was ſmiting.“ 

Hear, and comto; F "yourſelves, my weary longing, 
heavy la len, ſorrowing, upright brethren, with 'what 
God has C.i:l to us: « "I will take you from among the. 
heataen the world,) and gather you out of all countries 
(from among dicferent fects,) and will bring you into 
YO. OWN land (the Scriptures: then will I ſprinkle 
dean water (the true doctrines of the Script eUrCs) upon 
you, and ye ſhall be clean: from all your filthineſs, 
and ſrom all your idols will I cleanſe you. A new 
beart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit will 1 put 
within you; and I willtake away the — (evil, un- 
loving, « leviliſh) heart out of your fleſh, and will give 
you an heart of fleſn juſt, merciſul, kind.) And I will 
put my ſpirit within you, and caufe you to keep my 
commandments. And ye ſhall dwell in the land that 
gave to your fathers (potieis the good things promiſed 
in the ſcriptures, and ye {hail be my people. 175 ve me, 
and T will be your God (defender, provider, portion.) 
And ye mall receive no more reproach ot famine among 
the heathen. Then the heathen that live round about 
Yo ſhall know that I the Lord build the ruined places, 
nd plant that which was deſolate (that is, comfort and 
vie up his poor, forſaken, dit ied people.) And! 
vil make with my people a covenant ot peace (nv more 
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watch over them ©« to pluck up, and to pull down, 


and to deſtroy”) and will caufe the evil beaſts to ceaſe 
out of the land, and they ſhall dwell ſafely in the wil- 


derneſs (the world,) and ſleep in the woods (have reſt 
and peace, inſtead of terror and deſtruction.) And 
they ſhall know (be fully convinced! that I am the 
Lord (the governor of the world, and of the devil) 
when I have broken the bands of their yoke (ſet them 
free from debt, and want, and ſin and delivered them 
out of the hands of them that ſerved themſelves of them 


(made advantage by their neceſſity.) And I will raiſe 
up for them a plant of renown (bring them to Jeſus: 


who « ſaves his people from their fins,” and thereby 
delivers them from the wrath of God,) and they ſhall 


no more be conſumed with hunger in the land, neither | 


bear the ſhame of the heathen (be obliged to labour 
in uſeleſs, and therefore idolatrous trades) any more. 


Thus (by being ſaved} ſhall they know that I the Lord 


their God am with them, and that they, even the houſe 
of Iſrael (every believer, or keeper of the commandments 
of God, is an Iſraelite indeed) are my people. And ye 
my flock of my paſture are men {in the body,) and 1 
am your God, ſaith the Lord God.” Ezek. xxxiv. and 
XXXV1. on „„ 
Agreeable to which promiſes, and to others ſuch like 
throughout the prophets, Zacharias ſays, “ bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Urael for he hath (now) viſited and re- 
deemed his people (though the outward Jewiſh nation 
was then in bondage to the Romans, and were nevet 
afterwards ſet free,) and hath raiſed up for us an horn 


of ſalvation (alluding to the horns of the altar which 


ſome malefactors were allowed to flee to and be fate) 
in the family of his ſervant David (from whom, as ts 
the body, Chriſt ſprung ;) as he 1pake by his good Fro 
phets, which have lived ſince the world began; thi 
we ſhould be ſaved from our enemies, and from al 
them that hate us. Jo perform the mercy promiſed i 
our ſathers, and to fremember his holy covenant, 0 
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in, I cath which he ſware to our father Abraham, that he 
ſe would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the 
vil | hands of our enemies, might ſerve him without fear of 
reſt man) in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him (ſuch 
\ nd as he has commanded) all the days of (this) our life.” 
the Luke ii. | 42 

vil) Oye that wander in a waſte; howling wilderneſs; in 
hem a land of drought, and famine, and of ſerpents; and 
hem | © through which no one goes” with you; again I ſay 
hem I} unto you, that if ye continue in well-doing to the end 


raiſe of theſe trials, your ſorrow ſhall-in this world be turned 


ſus: ¶ into fulneſs of joy, and your bitter ſighs and groans into 
reby © praiſes and gladneſs of heart. If. iv. x, xi xii. xiv. xxv. 
ſhall vi xxvii xxix. XXX XXX11. XXX111. XXXV, xl xlii. xIviit. 
ther I nix li. Iii. liv. Iv. Ivii. Is. Ixi. Ixii. Ixv. Ixvi. Chapters. 
about ere. xxx. Xxxi. xxxii. xxxiii. xlvi. Chapters, and the 
more. {ame alſo throughout the Scriptures. 


Lord | 

houſe  NEN TH HE ATI 

avs Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. 1 Tim. v. 2ts 

nd 

and | Dy laying on of hands in ſcripture, is not meant the 


v. and putting of the hand upon the head, but the giving the 

fruits of our labour, that is, food and clothing both for 
h like the body and ſoul. So when God had called Barnabas 
Ted be and Paul to travel, we read that the reſt of the diſciples 
nd re-: ¶ that were with them © faſted and prayed, and laid their 
nation hands on them, and then ſent them away.” Acts Kit. 
never That is, as Barnabas and Paul might not either be able 


n hol to find work, or brethren to ſupport them, where they 
which were going; dr elſe might not be able to earn io much 
be ſatc)M as they might have occaſion for; therefore the other diſ- 
1, 25 Wi eiples joined with thera in faving ſomething from their 
od Pro- neceflary food, or cloathing, or both: and worked, 1 
n; * luppoſe, beſides, for ſome time, harder than uſual, 
10m "Y and by theſe means raifed what was neceſſary to Barna- 
miſed bas and Saul for their journey. For the diſciples did 
ant; th not make proviſion for themſelves only; they fed the 
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church of God (when neceſſary) not only with ſpiritu— 
al, but alto with bodily food: they went about doing 
good to the bodies as well as ſouls of his people: 
« whois weak, ſays Paul, and I am not weak?“ that is, 


Which of my brethren is in diſtreſs and want, while J 


have plenty? and again, « I deſire nor yours, but 


you; for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, 


but the parents for the children.” And again, “ my 
own hands have miniſtred to my neceſſities, and to them 
that were with me; and ye (teachers or miniiters) ought 


by fo labouring to ſupport the needy, and to remember 


the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, it is more 
blefied to give than receive.” Acts xx. 80 alſo our 
Lord fays, “ if any man will be great (that is, an 
: poitle, prophet, biſhop, teacher, &c.) among you, let 
him be your ſervant; even as the Hon of man came not 
to be miniſtred unto {worked for by others, but himſelf 


to miniſter (that is, to work for others.“ Matt. xx. 


We read of ſome that “ followed our Lord, and 
m:initered unto him of their ſubſtance :” This means 
not that he had left off the buſineſs of a carpenter and 
lived wholly upon gifts; but he received of ſome of his 
diiciples to ſupply the wants of others. So we read in 
the Acts that they ſold their poſſeſſions and gave to the 
Apoſtles, who diſtributed among them as they wanted. 
Acts iv. and ſo Paul made a collection in ſome of the 
churches, to ſupply the wants of others. 2 Cor. viii. 
Ix. © Inaſmuch as ye did it unto the leaſt of theſe my 
brethren, ye did it unto me.” Matt. xxv. 40. 


TENTH D. 


1 have ſpread cut my hands all the day unto a rebeilicus 
people, which walk in à way that is not goed, after 
their (un theugbts, which ſay, ftand by thyſelf ; come 
not near me; jor 1 am hulier than thou: theſe are d 
fricke in my noe. II. Ixv. 


The fin of theſe people ecnſiſted in their living in 
| | many 
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LETTER Iv. 51 


many things contrary to God's comman dments, and in 


adding to theit other fins that of boaſting when they 


ouzht to have been aſhimed, If we are truly holy, it 
is no fin, when neceſſary, to declare it.“ 1 was not, 
f:ys Paul, a whit behind the very chiefeſt apoit'ss. But 
though I be rude in ſpeerh, yet I am not to in kno-y- 
le doe „ Car. $6: neither is it a fin to devlare 
when neceſſary, the wick :ednelſs of the wicked. „ Sucit 
are falſe prophets, deceitful workers, transforming them- 
ſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt,” ſays Paul in tha 
lame chapter. It is alſo the duty al an holy perſon, that 
is, one wha Iives-according to the wor d of God, to re- 
fuſe fellowſhip with them that do not ſo. 80 fa;s 
David, „ have not fat with vain perſons 3 neither will 
go in with diſſemblers. I have hated the congrega- 
tion of evii-doers: and will not fit with the wicked.” 
Pl. xxvi. 5. 6: not that we are altogether to refuſe thz 
company of the wicked of this world ; for „e the Whole 
world lieth in wickedneſs.” 1 John v. 19. and therefore if 
ſo we muit needs go out of the world; “ but if any man 
tat is called a brother be guilty of ſuch things, we are 
to put away from our fellowſhip and ſociety that wicke'] 
perſon.” 1 Cor. v. and alſo we are as much as we reaſon- 


ably can, to avoid the company of the world; that js, 


of the openly wicked of all ſorts ; remembering tizat 
« evil communications corrupt good manners. 
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this do in remembrance of me. 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
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vou, either for the body, o 
that aſk you for it; that is to the needy upright : t 
them that love God by living according to his be 


of wine, as it is done by many in this time; neither have 


we any reaſon by rhat means to expect the favour or 


ſellowlhip of God; but the meaning is that as our Lord 
fed his diſciples ' with his body and blood, that is, his 
worldly and ſpiritual ſubſtance, fo we are here com- 
manded to nouriſh and ſupport one another both with 
bodily and ſpiritual food; not in word and tongue only, 
and as it were mocking the hungry and thirſty, but 
them that have this world's good are hereby taught to 
give to their needy brethren that they may have where 
With to eat at home. In the ſame manner of ſpeaking 
David calls his worldy ſubſtance his “ fleſn. Pf. xxvii. 
2. and in another place, ſpeaking of the deliverance of 
the righteous from. oppreſſion, he calls the good things 
of this world © the blood of the wicked.” Pl. xiii. 10, 


So Ifaiah calls the works and the thoughts of the wicked 


Heir fleſh and blood. xlix. 26. Will ye therefore my 


Erethren, commemorate the Lord's ſupper i in deed and | 


in truth? then break that bread which God hath given 
or ſoul, or both, to SY 


mandments For I aſſure you, that the preſent cuſtom, 
A it is generally practiſed, of meeting together in one 


place to eat and drink bread and wine, is not eating the 


Lord's ſupper; but is indeed an idol, and thereſore a 
thing hateful to God. Let none of you, my brethren, 
bave more than enough, while h 
but if God has given to one a more proſperous lot than 
to another, let him tarry for his brother by ſharing it 
with him; that ſo “ he that gathers much may have 
nothing over, nor he that gathers little any lacs:” And 
he that receiveth that which is ſo given as to the bre- 
thren of Chriſt, hypocritically ſunworthily] or oy 
Fully, receiveth- damnation to himſelf; for God wil 
Punith him fer fo doing. Adds v. 


ch I» 


is brother is in want; 


lave 
r or 
ard 
his 
om- 
with 
ny, 
but 
* t0 
ere- 
a. 
Xvii. 
ce of 
lings 
10. 
cked 
e my 
and 
ziven 
them 
SW 


vant; 
than 
ag it 
have 
And 
bre⸗ 
eceit- 


1 will 


IV. e 53 


LET 


SECOND HEAD 


But above all things, my brethren, ſwear nit; neitbe- 
by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other 
oxth: but let your aſſant be, Tes; and your refulil, 
Na; left ye fall into condemnation. James v. 12. Mat, 
v. 34z &c. | 


We are not forbid by theſe texts to ſwear to the truth 
of any thing that is paſt; for we find Paul frequently 
uling that cuſtom, efpecially 2 Cor, i. 18, 2 3. but we are 

| 8 forbid to take an oath concerning any thing that 

is yet to be done: for nothing future is in our power; 
and it may be alſo that the thing which now appears 
to us right to be done, God may afterwards ſhew us it 
is wrong. As to that, therefore, which is to come, we 
are only ſimply to declare our will and intention, leſt 
we fall into condemnation. 


THIRD HE A D. 


But I ſay unto you which hear, Love your enemi:s, d. 
good te them which hate you, bleſs them that curſ? 
you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and 
perſecute you. Matt. v. Luke vi. 


We are not hereby commanded to live in intim Cy 
with, or give our ſubſtance to any that will live in 
hereſy or oppoſition to the plain word of God; but if a- 
mongthem that hate, and perſecute, and oppreſ: us,there 
be any ſuch as Paul was before his converſion ; ſuch as 
them who our Lord tells us will think they do God 
good ſervice to kill us; and ſuch as them who crucihed 
our Lord; of whom he ſays, „Father, forgive then, 
for they know not what ey do,” that is, I ſuꝑpoſe, 
they acted according to their conſcience or knowledye, 
(Acts | iii +7.) believing our Lord to be a falſe prophet, 
(John vii. 12) and ſuch their law commanded them to 
put to death, (Deut. .xiit.) if there be any, there- 
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ſtate (2 Theſ. iii. 14.)-3 
promiſes to the good gifts which he hath given them; 


evil ones. © Take, the precious from the vile.” 


„ LETTER. 


ſore, ſuch as theſe among our enemies, we are to pray 
for them, and love them, and do them good, by reſuſ- 


ing fellowſhip with them while they continue in that 
by pleading with God his 


and his mercy to the upright ignorant: and if they 


repent and turn from their ſins, we are to forgive them, 


and receive them into our fellowſhip. 
FOURTH HEAD. 


Do good and lend, hoping for nothing again, 
. 


This means not, my brethren, that we ſhould never 
Jend any thing with a view to receive it again; but 
when our conſciences convince us that we ought to 
alſiſt any petſon, either b giving of lending to them, 
we ſhould do it, tho' there be no view or proſpect of 
our ever receiving any help or aſſiſtance from them in 
return Ils is doing a thing for God's Take : that is, 
becauſe he commands it. And remember that every 
good deed, or action, or behaviour 1s from God. James 
i. 17. in whomſoever, therefore, you ſee ſuch a thing, 
honour it; as Abraham bowed down even to the chil- 
dren of Heth, tho' uncircumciſed, for that kindneſs 
which they did to lum. Gen xxiii And let not your 
love to ſuch be ſhown in word only, but in deed alto, 
as ye have opportunity. But at the fame time that ye 
reward them that do wel] 
to the wicked alſo. Reward good works, and refuſe 
Jer. xv. 
19. „ for he that juſtiſieth (rewardeth, ſupporteth) the 
Wil fully wicked, as well as he that condemneth (hateth, 
perſecutetb, oppreſ Neth) the righteous, is an abomina- 
to (bated by) the Lord.“ | 
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LETTER IV. — 


Ye obſer ve days. —T am afraid of you. Gal. iv. x. xi. 
1 ſuffer no man to judge (cenſure, condemn) y-u, on 


account of (not keeping) the ſabbath day. Col. ii. 1 6. 


By the command to refrain from work on the ſeventh 
day, God ſhadowed to his people that reſt of which 
Paul ſpeaks Heb. iv. 10. He it 1s, and he only, that 
keeps the ſabbath day „ in ſpirit and in truth,” (that is, 
according to the meaning of the word of God) who has 
given himſelf wholly unto God, and governs bimſelt 
in all things, and at all times, (according to his know- 
ledge and ability) by his word, Let no man, my bre- 
thren, perſuade you that it is offenſive to the law of God 
to do any thing that is neceſſary upon a ſunday. We 


are indeed to avoid giving offence to any, and to live 


peaceably with all, ſo far as we can conſiſtent with obe- 
«tence to the werd of God: but to make a conſcience 
to God of forbearing to do any thing that is neceſſary 
upon a ſunday, is to unhallow and profane that day 
more than the others. I honour the ſabbath- day as a good 
inſtitution of man, for the fake of them who have real 
and good need of reſt or reſpite thereon ; but I do not 
hew my regard for it by ſpending it in burthenſome, 
unneceſſary idleneſs; but I willingly do any neceſſary 


work; and I alſo make that day a particular time for 


giving that good to others, -either for the body or 
toul, which God has given to me. 1 Cor. xv1. 2. 


SIXTH HE A D. 
in every thing give thanks. 1 Theſſ. v. 18. 


The keeping of this command, my brethren, does 
not conſiſt in words, either of the mouth or heart, ei- 
ther when we eat, or at any other time; but the true 
way to keep it, is to act in all our conduct and behavi- 
dur honeſtly, merciſully, and with humility : this is 
the only acceptable way to thank God, and to “ offer 
Mat praiſe which gloriſics him.“ We are alſo at all 

ER TER rea- 


1 LTT 


reaſonable opportunities to honour and thank him with 


our tongues. 5 
SEVENTH HE A D. : 
Thou teilefl my wanderings ; are net my tears in t!y Te 
bock * Pſalm lvi 8. | It 
The Lord leveth the righteous. Pl. „ 
He will plead their cauſe. and ſpoil the ſoul of th:je CC 
that ſpoiled them, Prov. xxii. 23. | u 
Nay, ye do urong and defraud, and that your brethren. m 
ri. | ab 
i I were better for a man that a miliſtone were hanged | 
1 about his neck, and he caſt into the fea, than that he a | 
1 Should offend one of theſe little cnes (that is, the leaſt Ce 
TE or meaneſt of them that ſerve God honeſtly and up- be 
WY rightly.)” Luke xvii. 1, 2. ſpe 
1 3 an 
Wis Though we are commanded, brethren, always to do enn. 
Jod unto all, and to live in peace with all, fo far as we or 
1 can conſiſtent with obedience to the word of God, yet the 
BY we find throughout the ſcriptures, that God punithes, tha 
1 in an extraordinary manner, the wrongs done to them an 
19 that fear him and ſerve him in truth. Numbers xii. 8. haf 
Wh and xv1.'30. 1 Kings xxi. 19. 2 Kings ii. 24. Jer. 
thi} XX. 4+» and xxviii, 16. Iſaiah hv. 15. and xlix. 26. A- 
1 mos vii. 16, . Zech. xi 3. and xiv. 12. Matth. ; 
Abt | 2 = et 
1 xXxvii. 5. Ads v. 5, 10. and xiii. 11. It behgves us, } 
| bl thereſore, brethren, to be particularly careful of our P My 
5 1 conduct to them in whom we lee, in a meaſure, the ws - 
1 image or likeneſs of God; making tlieir actions and the Gy 
g i ſcriptures the rule by which we judge: „ by their fruit 
13 52 . 
1 ye ſhall know men. | 12 
1 I H5 A 3 | g 
HER | | RE 
J Ci ve, and it ball be given unto you; good meaſure, preſ- _ 
J l | fed down, and ſhaken together, and running over, 75 
f 1 hall men give into your bojom : fer with the fame 3 
BY meaſure thit ye mete withal, it ſb all be moaſured % ] Let. 
1 y:u 2 in. Luke vi. 38. By 
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LETTER IV. 57 1 


By the above command to give, is not meant only 
the giving of our worldly ſubltance, either to the bre- 
thren or to others, but the meaning 1s, that we ſhould 
give God that obedience of all our actions which he. 
requires in his word, whether it be pleaſing or diſpleaſ- 
ng to ourſelves or to others. My ſon, give me thy 
(whole) heart.” And we are further taught that, ac- 
cording to the meaſure of our obedience to God, we 


mall in his time, receive the reward which he has pro- 
miled to them that obe 


him: which conſiſts not in 
abundance of worldly riches, (which are not a ſure re- 
ward or proof of God's love) but in the teſtimony of 
a good conſcience, agreeing with the word of God, 

Cor. i. 12. I. viii. 20.) and in peace and gladneſs of 
heart, becauſe that the good word which God hath 
ipoxen by his prophets is fulfilled to us both outwardly 
and inwardly. The word of God and our own experi- 
ence teaches us, that it is not by ſeeking to pleaſe men, 
or to do them good, that we can get their love; but 


the fame word teaches us, and we are very glad of it, 


that the government of all men 1s in the hands of God, 
and that he cauſes their conduct to produce good and 
happineſs to them that ſtrive to pleaſe and ſerve him. 


NINTH HE AY. 


Let them be confounded and put to ſtume that jeek to 
hurt me, &c. Pl. xxxv. 

Try death ſetꝝe upon them, and my they go deun quick 
into hell. Pf. lv. 

Conſume them in wrath, conſume them, that they nay 
nit be. Pl. lis. | 

NM 2y their table (good) become a ſnare to them: and 
that which floald have been for their welfare, let 
it become a trap. Oc. Pl. Ixix. 


A the fire burneth a wood, ſo perſecute them with 


thy tem eſt, and make them afraid with thy flurm, 
A. Ixxxili. 


Let them be c: nſounded and diſmayed that perfecute me: 
bring 
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bring upon them the day of evil, and defiroy ho 
with double deſtruction Jer. xvil. 18. 


O Lord of hoſts, that trieſt the righteous, and ſeeft the 


an my perſecutory ; 


heart, iet me ſee thy vengeince 
. 


for unto thee have 1 opened my cauſe, 
We are not to imagine, my brethren, that David 
and Jeremiah were faved in a different way from that 
which 1s now appointed for us: the law of “ loving 
our enemies“ was given to them as well as to us. 
Prov. xxV, 21. Exod. xxill. 4, c. The people whom 
David and Jeremiah wiſh ſorrow and deſtruction to, 
were ſuch as made a great profeſſion of religion and 
their helpers. If xxxi 2.) and ſuch as I mentioned 
under the Third Head; and ſince, as I told you under 
the Third Head of my Second Letter, that God will by 
no means ſuifer the wicked to go unpuniſhed, therefore 
they prayed that his vengeance might come upon 
them (ſuch as he ſaid it ſhould upon the wi cked 
of his people, Deut. xxviti. 15, &c.} in this lle, 
that they might not be condemned hercaftef with the 
world. 1 Cor. xi. 32. 2 Cor. vii. 9. By the word 
e hell,” in the Iv. Pf, is not meant a ſtate or place of 
ternal torment ; but a hell in this life 1s there prayed 
for. When God ſends his terrors into the ſoul {thoſe hai! 
ſtones, and fire, and thunder, and burning coals, and 
tempeſts, and thick darkneſs) and lets looſe pride, or 
Auſt, or envy, or covetouſneſs, or blaſphemy, or famine, or 
oppreſſion, or known hatred to God or good men, this 
is hell indeed: and this is felt by God's children in 
this world. So in the xviii and cxvi Pſalm, David 
£1ys, © the pains and ſorrows of hell compaſſed me, and 
Ind hold on me.“ 


deliver ry (cut him off {rom your ſociety, Gal. v. 8 
to fatan for a puniſhment, that when the Lord Jeſus 


ſees meet he may give him repentance and forgivenels, 


And concerning an eminent oppoſer 05 
the 
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And Jonah, “ out of the bel y of | 
| Hell cried I, and thou heardeſt me.” ii. 2. And Paul, 
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the truth he ſays, & the Lord reward him according 
to his works.” 2 Tim. 4. 14. By the word „ ever,” 
alſo in the Ixxx111 Pf. David does not mean to beg 
that God would never give them repentance, and 
conſequently that tkey might be baniſhed from him 
eternally; but he prays. that they might be puniſhed 
continually “ like a wheel,” v. 13, fo long as they 
continue in that ſtate of wickedneſs ; that their troubles 
may be the means of driving them to ſeek God in the 
way which he hath appointed, and conſequently be 
ſaved, v. 16. In the ſame manner of ſpeaking Jonah 
ſays, “ the earth with her bars was about me for 
ever,” ii. 6. that is, continually, while in that ſitua- 
tion; and as is the caſe with the afflicted people of 
God, even to this day: of whom, as well as of their 
Lord, Jonah was a type. 

The ſame ſpirit ruled in David and Jeremiah, and 
in our Lord Jeſus Chritt and Paul; and they acted 
by the ſame Jaw, „ love your enemies,” and e blels, 
and curſe not. Tf ye be without chaſtiſement, ſays 
the word, then are ye baſtards, and not ſons, * for 
whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and ſcourgeth 
(becauſe of ſin) every ſon whom he receiveth.” For 
God maketh the body i:he ch zurch) as well as the 
head, (Chriſt) & perfect * ugh ſufferings;“ it is 

rough much trouble t he bringeth them into 
reſt : and therefore David 4550 Jeremiah « did good 
0 and & prayed for them,” to whom they withed 
ſorrow for their fins. And as Paul reckons his per- 
ſecuting the church of God i. e. good men, wherever 
they are) as his greateſt ſin, ſo we find that the pu- 
niſnments above praved for, are molt or all upon that 
3 *. For it was not an enemy that reproached 

me, then I could have borne it: but it was my friend.” 
Paul was an eminent profeſſor of religion, at the ſame 
time that he ſo bitterly and unmercifully perſecuted 
tie children of God. « hey perſecute him whom 
thou haſt ſmitten, and add to the grief of thoſe whom 
thou 
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h 1 thou haſt wounded.” “ They rejoiced at my halt. 
+ ing (weakneſs) ; when my foot ſlippeth, they magnify 
MF! themſelves againſt me. He ſhewed not mer. 
1 cy; but perſecuted the poor and needy non ; that he 
by | might even ſlay the broken in heart.” They ſay 
| 1 unto me, where is the fulfilment of thy wee: let us 
438 ſee it. But as for me, I have followed thee with 
1 ight heart, neither have I deſired their woe, tl 
Bt an upright heart, neithe e oe, thou 
5; knowelt : I have ſpoken according to thy word.” — 
4 i « Shall evil be recompenſed for good? for they have 
yn digged a pit for my ſoul : remember that I ſtood beſore 
1 thee to ſpeak good ſor them: and to turn away thy 
1 wrath from them.“ 
6 We find alſo that the people for whom our Lord 
| il prayed at his crucifixion, were torgiven in the ſame way 
1 that David and Jeremiah pray for in the texts; for they 
P . weile firſt © pricked in their hearts,” and made to cry 
i fl out (confeſs) with their mouths. Acts ii. 37. 
1 TENTH HEAD. 
14 All they that take the ſword, ſhall periſh with the ſword, 
1314 08 Matth xxvi 52. Rev xm 10. 
1 He that ſhedieth man's blood, by 1 man ſhall his blecd be 
. ted. Gen ix 6. 
Wk By «« blood,” or 4 ſhedding of blood, or „ bloods 
1 guiltineſs, in ſcripture, is not always meant utter 
9 death, or the ſeparation of ſcul and body; but every 
Wi wound, either to the mind, or body, or reputation, cr 
Wat buſineſs of a prion, is called « ſhedding his blood,” and 
up! þ e murder.” . John iii. 15. So ſome mens words are 
wo called Sende. Pf lv. and lvii and lix. Every one 5 
19 not puniſhed alike in degree, but every oppreſſor * 
14 ſurely be puniſhed in this world, (I'rov xi. 31.) a 
| | cording to their degree of knowledge and offence: 10 
j whom much is given, of him much is required.” 
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FIRST HEAD. 


Verily T jay unto you, all fins ſhall be forgiven unto the 
ſons of men, and blaſphemies wherewith ſoever they 
ball blaſpbeme: but he that ſhall blaſpheme apainſt 
the Holy Ghoſt hath never foroiveneſs, but is in dan- 
ger of eternal damnation. Mark iii. 28, 29. 


WE are not to ſuppoſe, my brethren, from theſe 

words of our Lord, that there is any fin whatſo- 
ever that cannot be blotted out: but by the words 
„ hath never forgiveneſs” we are taught that the ſin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt (that is known, wilful ſin,) 
ſhall not be forgiven in the fame manner as ſins of ig- 
norance, but ſhall ſurely be puniſhed. In the fame 
manner of ſpeaking David prays that God would not 
be merciful to any wicked ( wilful tranſgreſſors. Pſ. lix. 
;. and Ifaiah prays that God would not forgive his 
glaringly ſinful people, Ifa. ii. 9. and Jeremiah ſays, 
« we have rebelled, and thou haſt not pardoned,” 
Lam. iii. 42. We have an inſtance of the difference 
that God makes betwixt ſins of ignorance and ſins 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, in the caſe of Abimelech, Gen. 
i. and of David, 2 Sam. xit. 10. By David's adul- 
tery and murder he put himſelf “ in danger of eter- 
nal damnation,” yet alſo his ſin was at length waſhed 
away; © but ſo as by fire.” 1 Cor. iii. 15. “ by the 
ſpirit of judgment and burning:” by having ſelt the 
* pains of hell.“ « If any brother, ſays Paul, be over- 
aken in a fault, reſtore him with meekneſs :” but if any 
brother « fall away” and „ fin wiltully,” our rule is 
en to cut him off from our ſociety. 


1 ] 


1 LETTER V. 
T told you under the ſixth head of my Third Letter, 


that for ins of ignorance and infirmity we are to make 
atonement by doing good to good men: ſo did Abime- 
lech v. 14. and ſo did Job's friends xlin. 8, 9. but for 
them that ſin wilfully there remaineth no ſuch ſufficient 
atonement or “ ſacrifice;” but ſure bitterneſs and an- 
guiſh. | 7 | 
W hoever he be that forſakes fin, and ſeeks God with 
a whole, upright heart; acting in all things according 
to the word of God, or his conſcience, and continues 
10 doing to the end of his life, he ſhall ſurely be ſaved; 
whativever ſins he may before have committed. Iſa. i. 
10, 17, 18, 19. Ezek. xviii. 21, 22. 


BECOND HEAD. 
We walk by faith, and nit by ſight. 


To walk by faith, my brethren, is faithſully to keep 
the commandments of God: and to walk by fight, is to 
live according to the ways and cuſtoms of the world. 
The whole ſcriptures declare that the ways of God and 
the ways of the world are utterly oppoſite, and that no 


man can live in fellowſhip with them both; for he that 


will live in friendſhip with (that 1s, pleaſe) the world, 
muſt live in enmity to God. James iv. 4. But God 
gives his people ſtrength to forſake the world, and we 
do not look upon, or judge of, or act towards the things 
that are in it, according to our natural thoughts and in- 


clinations, but according as they are fpoken of in the | 
word of God. This is living by faith, and not by | 


light. 


THIRD HE A D. 


How ſhall a man do that which is right * even by uall- 


ing according to God's werd. Pſalm cxix. g. 


TiLocver is bern of God, covercemeth the world: and {his | 
:s the victory that overcemeth the worid, even cur, 


faith, 1 John v. 4. | 
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In living according to God's commandments,” w 
find our ſtrength continually renewed, according to 
his promiſes; ta that when they who walk by a rais 5 
rizhteouſneſs of their own, or other men's 3 entio 
« faint and grow weary, and 6 rs back ;” we $3 


on, and increaſe, and grow ftronger and ſtronger.” ” os 


A ra 211: 
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we alſo „ ſtand only) | by faith 3” and if we 
either to the right hand or to the left, 
{up vort or ſtren, th gone z 
the right road again. 


FOURTS HE 4 MM 


Wizſoever (hall call upon the name of the Lord, uli be 
ſaved. Rom. x. (3. 


Dy this, and ſuch like texts we find, that by « calling 
my the name of the Lord,” in ſcripture, is not meant 
only words of the tongue, which is now commonly 
called praying, (and which is done by wicked people 
alio; neither will God be ſatisfſied with words ny 
either of the mouth or heart, from his own people. 
But as we find the name of the Lord in ſcripture to be 


juſtice, mercy; trut! 1, love, &C. {o to call upon that 


name is to do thete things ourſelves. 
ly find mention nade in ſcripture of people that are 
called by the name of tae Lord,” and * upon whom 
his name is called;” that is, they had the character from 
juſt men, of honeſt, induſtrious, ſober, grave, good, 
zumane, quiet, hoſpitable people; and be ailured, my 
brethren, that God will not anſwer with falvation any 
ocher call than this 


FFF 
Theſe that have turned the world upſide down, are ceme 
hither alſ). Acts xvii 6. 


le ao that oy this craft we have our wealth. Acts 


So we trequent 


Do not 3 


2, my brethren, that the prophets and 
F 2 | apoitlcs 
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apoſtles of God, from the beginning of the world have 


been perſecuted and impriſoned, and put to death, for 


differing from their oppreſſors in ſome notions, or ideas, 
or principles belonging to the mind only; neither for 
ſeparating themſelves from their fellowſhip as to public 


aſſemblies of worſhip, and meeting together to worſhip 


God in other houſes; or praying to and praiſing him 
with other words: theſe things are a part of the diviſion 
which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt creates upon earth Luke 
X11. 15.) but there are others alſo. „By this buſineſs, 
ſays Demetrius, we get our living; and Paul would 
utterly aboliſh it.” And the Theſſalonians, «theſe men 
turn the world upſide down” that is, entirely change 
and alter the cuſtoms and manner of living which we 
have been uſed to, both in our own families and in 
public. Theſe things are very grating to fleſh and 


blood, and fail not to draw perſecution upon the prac- g 
tiſer of them. So we are told that „ all who will 


live godly in Chriſt Jeſus (that is, keep his command- 
ments) ſhall fuffer perſecution.” | 


SIXTH HEAD: 


Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, | 
and 1 will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me ; for 1 am meeſ and lowly in heart; and 


ye ſball find reſi to your ſouls : for my yoke is eaſ}, & 


and my burden light. Mat. xi. 28, &c. 


We have heard much talk, my brethren, about rhe | 
way to „ come to Jeſus Chriſt :” but it is ſimply this, 
To « keep his commandments.” Paul ſays, « We | 
have in readineſs wherewith to revenge all diſobedience 
when your obedience is fulfilled.” 2 Cor. x, 6. An! 
again, O the huſbandman (God) that labouretb, mult f 
be firſt partaker of the fruits, 2 Tim it. 6. and out 
Lord ſays, „“ the maſter muſt firſt eat and drink, and 


_ afterward the ſervant, Luke xvii 8. and again,“ if 


ye have not (firſt) been faithful to another, who ſhall | 


gire 
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vive you any thing to be your own?“ but though w' 
are forced to endure much hardneſs in our ſearch fo? 
peace, yec we drink of the brook of confolation by the 
way, and mzet with times of refreſhing ; and it we 


draw not back, tae time is coming when we ſhall in 


dee4 „ find reſt to our ſouls; and know that God's 
ſervice is perfect freedom; that in his preſence (in this 


world) is fulneſs of joy; and that he is more glorious, 


and excellent, and deſirable than the beſt things in this 
world, | 


SEVENTH HE AM 

Lo, the people Shall dwell alone, and [hall not be reckon= 
ed among the nations, Numb, xxiii. g. 

Can a man take fire in his boſom, and his cloaths not be 
burnt ? can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be 
hurnt © Prov. vi. 27, 28. 

Evil communications corrupt good manners. 

What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? 
and what commun ion hath light with darkneſs ? and 
what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? or what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel ? and what a- 
greement hath the temple of God with idols ? 2 Cor. 

vi. I 45 Sc. | 


I told you, my brethren, in my firſt letter, that part 
of the true, ſcriptural way of praying to God to * lead 
us not into temptation, was to avoid ſinful, idle com- 
pany, and the allurements of the world; and be aſſur- 
ed, that the ſaying theſe words, without at the ſame 
time doing theſe deeds, is a vain, and will be a fruit leg 
Prayer. A companion of fools, ſays Solomon, ſhall 
be deſtroyed;“ and it is indeed unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that people who differ ſo utterly as the world and 


[the children of God do, can ſeek, or maintain a plea- 


lng intimacy together. Therefore be not deceived, my 


brethren ; for „e If any man love (walk with, oc in :. 
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ways of) the world, the love of God is not in him.“ 
1 John ii. 15. | 


EIGHTH HEA D. 


| Theſe fix cities ſhall be for a refuge, both for the children 


&f Ijrael, and for the rangers among them: that 
every one that kulleth any perſon unawares, may fee 
thither and live. Numb. xxxv. Deut. xix. 


By the „ Iſraelites, and ſtrangers, and ſojourners 
among them, are typified all them that fear God, and 
do that which is right; for the foreigners who dwelt in 
the land of Iſrael were reckoned as natives, Lev. xix, 
34- and were ſubject to the fame laws. God hath alfo 
given to his ſpiritual people cities of refuge; unto 
which when we injure any perſon unknowingly, or 
undeſignedly, or unpremeditatedly, we flee and are for- 
given: at the ſame time determining to make the in- 
jured amends to the utmoſt of our power. 

Theſe „cities of refuge, or « fountains which God 
has opened for ſin, and for uncleanneſs,” that his peo- 
ple may waſh therein, and make themſelves clean, we 
find both in the old and new teſtament ; as Exod. xs. 
6 Pf. xviil. 25. Mat. vi. 14. 1 Pet. iv. 8. 1 John i. 9. 
2 c are a fart of that exceeding great and precious inhe- 

ance or covenant which God has given to the upright: 
— to the wicked (them that willfully live in any known 
an) he ſays, „Thou haſt no ſhare in it.“ PC. 1. 16,— 22. 


| NIN I..., 
He that believeth ball not make haſte. II. xxvlil. 16. 


1 . 4 - BY 6 
That is, he that keeneth God's commandments fhai! 
not be overcome, or put to flight, or made to “ draw 
back.” For „ making haſte“ "alludes to the flight or 


running away of a vanquiſhed army; 3 28 Pſ. xlvili. 5. 
and cxvi 11. and ſo one of the curſes 3 by 


Nes g oy the dilobedient Jews was that they ſhould 
| | 64 flog *. 
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tt flee before their enemies,” Deut. xxviii. 35. which 
was the caſe with David when he fled. before his ſon 
Abſalom, becauſe of his ſin in the matter of Uriah, 
But yet, „he that went out weeping, bearing the pre- 
cious ſeed of repentance, returned rejoicing.” And io 
likewiſe ſhall every ſeparated, diſeaſed member of 
Chriſt, that abides not {till in diſobedience, be grafted 
in again, in that time which God ſees fit, 


TENTH HE AW 


He ſhall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as 4 
root out of a dry ground, he hath no form nor comelineſs: 
and when we fhall ſee him, there is no beauty in him 
that we ſhould defire him. II. Iiii. 2. 


I ſappoſe the outward Jewiſh nations had high notions 
of thetemporal greatneſs ofthe Meſhah or Saviour which 
God had promiſed to his ſpiritual people: and their de- 


icendants, the phariſaical (partial) religioniſts, have to this 


day the ſame kind of notions: they believe that where the 
Lord is, he will manifeſt himſelf by a great ſhew of that 
which the world calls religion: they refuſe the ſtill, 
mereiful, lowly doctrines of the goſpel; and embrace 


dne buſtling, ſelfiſh, pompous ways of worſhip invented 


by man: ſo that the queſtion with them is not ſo much 
1 1 2 « o 5 
whether a man acts juſtly in all his dealings, and ſeek 


| out and aſſiſts the worthy needy, and lives that life of 


numility which is given us for an example in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; but they aſk whether he calls upon God 
often with his lips, and goes often to meeting or 
church; and has many agreeable or diſagrecable frames 
of mind called comforts and convictions; and has a 
'trong perſuaſion that he is poſſeſſed of a notion, or idea, 
or feeling or qualification in his mind, called faith by 
them who know not what the true faith of God is And 
as the true children of God are deſpiſed in the eyes of 
theſe religious profeſſors, ſo they are alſo in the eyes of 
taat part of the world who make no profeſſion of religion 

at 
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at all: there is no love of (that is, ſeeking after, living 
in) pleaſure in them, to pleaſe the vain and luſtful; no 
love of the fine arts, to pleaſe the curious; no love of 
uſeleſs knowledge, to pleaſe the learned; no love of 
admiration, or grandeur, to pleaſe the proud; no tove 
of money, to pleaſe the covetous ; no love of idleneſs to 
pleaſe the thief. The time was when they loved (ſerved, 
ſought after, followed) © the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts 

of the eye, and the pride of life, „ but they are waſhed 
by the word and ſpirit of God.” 1 Cor vi. 11. 


ELEVENTH HEAD. 


G:d ſpeaketh to man in a dream, in a viſion of the night. 
Job xxxiii. 14, 15. | 


Shew the things that are fo come hereafter, that we 


may know that ye are gods, I. xli 23. | 
Before it came to paſs I ſhewed it to thee, II. xlviii. 5, 


Though in dreams there are vain imaginations, 


Eccles. v. 7. yet the Scriptures, and alſo our own ex- 


perience teaches us that God oftentimes ſpeaks to man 
in that way. Theſe prophecies are mentioned in the 


Scriptures as a proof to us that God is about us; and tho”. 


among dreams there are fooliſh thoughts, yet ſeeing 
that God does ſpeak to man by this means, we ought 
to confider and ſpeak of them with care, leſt in laugh- 
ing at them we become mockers of our Maker, 


lo BT: 
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FIRST Þ- 


It hath been /4id, whoſoever ſball put away his wife, let 
him give her a writing of divarcement : but I ſay 
unto you, that whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, ſa- 
ving for the cauſe of fornication, cauſeth her te com- 
mit adultery + and whoſoever ſhall marry her that is 
divorced, committeth adultery, Matth. v. 31, 32. 


6c | on any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and 
ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not put 
her away; and the woman which hath an huſband that 
believeth not, if he be pleaſed to dwell with her, let 
her nor leave him. For the unbelieving huſband 1s 
1 fanctified (taught, and made to walk in the ways of 
| God) by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is ſancti- 
fiedby the huſband. (Elfe were your children unclean, 
[not only your natural offfpring educated or brought 
up in ſome vain, ſinful cuſtoms or purſuits ; but alſo 
your dreſs, furniture, buſineſs, words, actions, &c. mixt 
with the ſame ſinful things.] but now [that ye both 
walk in the ways of God] they are holy; [your chil- 
dren brought up altogether in the fear and ways of God, 
and your poſſeſſions and converſation as becometh the 
1 zoſpel ; that is, good, edifying, uſeful, profitable.] But 
if the unbelieving depart (wilfully from the word of 
J God) let him go (part with him.) a brother or a fitter 
is not under bondage in ſuch cafes : but God hath cal- 
led us to peace; (which cannot take place where huſ- 
band and wife dwell together and walk different ways.) 
i Cor vii. 12—15; 
By fornication and adultery in ſcripture, is not al- 
ways meant carnal converſation with any women ee 
| Oever 


7 r 


ſoever, but other departures of the body or mind from 
the law of God, are called whoredom and adultery. 
Ifaiah lvii. Jer. iii. Ezek. xvi and xxiii Hoſea ii. 
Matthew v. xxviii. And as by fornication, in the 
common acceptation of the word, is meant a wilful 
action; ſo by fornication in the above words of our 
Lord, I underitand a wilful outward diſobedience to 
the law of God, or to that authority which God hath 
iven the huſband. For whatever man may have done, 
yet God hath not uncqually yoked his children toge- 
ther with drunkards, or thieves, or proud, or liars, or 
idlers, or them that refuſe obedience to the plain word 
of God, or gameſters, or revellers, &c. But if a wife 
or a huſband, who is otherwiſe dear or neceſſary to us 
as a right hand, or a right eye, be guilty of ſuch things, 
we are, after repeated fruitleſs admonitions (Matth. 
xviii. 15—17 to ſeparate ourſelves from them. God, 
it is true, hath no pleaſure in “ putting away,” or in 
punithing ; but yet he does put away and puniſh every 
one that wilfully puts away his Jaw irom himſelf: and 
his children are, according to that power and authority 
which he has given them, to do likewiſe. 2 Sam. vi. 
20 — 23. Iaiah l. 1. Hoſea ii. 2. Gal. iii. 28. 


SECOND HE AD. 
Marriage is honourabie in all. 


By marriage in ſcripture is not meant a rite or cere- 


mony, in which the parties bind themſelves, and take 


God to witneſs that they will on no account ſeparate 
till they die; but the word of God teaches a man to 


as he will live by the ſame rule. 


forbidden to marry except to ſuch as themſelves ; or to 


Doug 
T the w 
ail at 


ſuch as will at leaſt conform to their manner of life. 
2 Cor. vi. 143 &c. | | 
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THIRD HE AD. 
Speak evil of ns man. Tit. iii. 2. 


: 
wm min rr 


This command does not mean that we are not to 
ſpeak the truth, when neceſſary, of a drunkard, or'liar, 
> |} or thief, or 1dler, or fooliſh, or proud perſon, and ſuch 
like; but it means that we mult not ſpeak wrongfully 
of any man. But though we may, it neceſſary, ou 
the truth of any perſon (2 Cor. 21 13. G — 
r 11. 2 Tim. iv. 14. Tit. i. 10, 13. Matt, 
| Þ and are not to do evil that good may come; that is, 
- 
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give a bad perſon a good character; yet we ought always 
to remember that 0 mercy re; joiceth againſt judgment;“ 

„ and that « he that concealeth or pardoneth a tranſ- 
. greſſion, when he faithfully can, procureth love or 
l, 1} mercy to himſelf :” for, „ with the merciful, God will 
n J ſhew bimſelf merciful.” 


d | FOURTH HEAD. 


; a . ; . 

y | Give none of ence, neither to the Jews nor to the Cen- 
Files, nor to the church of God; even as I pleaſe all 

men in all things. 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. 


We are not to ſuppoſe, my brethren, from the above 
words, that we can live in peace with all men; but the 
meaning is, that we muſt not give any ſeriptural or 


9 rcafonable cauſe of offence to any. Paul pleaſed all 
ke Jmen in all things, ſo far as the word of God allowed 
te him; but neither was he, nor are we to be conformed 
to I 


Ito the world, or to any one in any thing that is contrary 
ug to the word of God (Acts iv. 19, 20. and v. 29. 


ach Rom. xii. 2. James iv. 4.) 
1 F IF I IE HM D. 


28 N Though I have the gifts of utterance ant prophecy, and 
the underſtanding of my; 5 and all no edge, an 
D | ail faitn, and though 1 give al. my gue? to lhe poor, and 
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my body to martyrdom, and have net charity, it pro- 
fiteth me nothing. Charity beareth all things, (laid 


upon us in the word of God) believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things. 1 Cor xii. 


This Scripture teacheth us, that God will not ac- 


cept as children any but thoſe that ſerve him with an 
upright heart in all things according to their conſcience, 
and continue ſo doing to the end of their lives: for 
though the gifts therein mentioned are very good, yet 
withcut univerſal obedience (according to our know- 
ledge and ability) and perſeverance therein (called cha- 
rity, cr the love of God) they will not procure us eter- 
nal ſalvation. (Ezek. 18, 24, 26. John 15,6. Luke 


16, 10. James 2, 10.) 


SIXTH HEAD. 


My feul clea veth to the duſt, quicken thou me according | 


to thy word. Pf. 119. 25. 


The Pfalmiſt does not here mean that his heart | 


clave to the things of this world; but he means that 


the great weight of his afflictions bowed his ſoul as it 
were down to the ground, (as v. 28, and 107.) and he | 
prays that God would ſend him that help which through» | 


out his word he has promiſed to the upright. 


SEVENTH HEAD. 


place where thine honour dwelleth. Pſ. xxvi. 8. 


By the houſe of God mentioned in the text, is not | 
meant any church, or meeting, or © temple built with | 
hands ;” but the habitation of God there ſpoken of is 


the upright perſon ; him that keeps God's command- people, 


Wh chil, 


ments : and the chief advantage of going to any church, 
or meeting, or place of worſhip, conſiſts in the benefit 


of meeting ſuch perſons : upon whoſe words and acti- 
| one 
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Lord, I have loved the habitation of thine bouſe, and the | 
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ons God bas recorded his name of jullice, t 
love, &c. | 


E 1G H TH HE A D. 


The holy ſcriptures are able to make thee wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, through faith which ig in Chrift Feſus (that 
Is, by obeying his commands therein contained.) — At! 
ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, that the man 
of God my be perfect, and through'y fur niſbed thereby 
43 every thing that is good and needful., 2 Tim. iii. 

+ XC, 


N. Fe y of 4. ſcriptures is of any private inter- 
pretation, 2 Vet. 26. 


I have ſeen it ſaid in a preface to a book of hymn 
that many of the Pſalms of David are not ſuitable to 
any private chriſtian at this time; and that David's 
religion and that of the goſpel are different; but both 
theſe aſſertions are utrecly falſe. All che pſalms are 
for the uſe of the people of God under the goſpel diſ- 
benſation, and are as proper for them (one or other of 
them, according to cheir ſtate and knowledge) now, as 


they were for David and his brethren then. 


N INT H HE AB | 
2% him that thinketh a thing to be ſin, to him it is fn. 


And he that is unjuſt in the leaff, is unjujt alſo in much. 


Luke xvi. 10 


$ -:/cever offendeth in one Point, he is guil:y of all. 


James. ii. 10. 


J told you, my brethren, under the fifth head, that 


J God wilt have the whole heart of his people; and the 


above texts teach us the ſame thing. For, though “ he 


T:ives ſome gifts to the rebellious,” for the ſake of bis; 
i people, yet he does not by theſe good gifts make them 
hie children, but only “ fervants ;? 
In the houſe for ever. He only is the fon of God, who 


cc wo abide not 
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docs bis will in all things, according to his knowledge 
and ability, according to that command, « thou ſhalt 
love, ſerve) the Lord thy God with al thine heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 2 15 ” Ard 
cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt came not to abiolve his people, 
rom this law, but to' fulfil it in them, in this world. 


Matt. v. i7, &c. As our Lord told his diſciples that 


the poor widow's two mites were more in God's eſtima- 
tion than all the great offerings which the rich men caſt 
into the treaſury of the temple ; ſo alſo the ſmalleſt wil- 
{ul fin is ſufficient to exclude us from the kingdom of 
heaven, or peace with God. 


FENTH HEAD. 


Bleſſid are they that do hunger and thirſt after righte- 


ouſneſs : for they ſhall be filled Matt. v. 6. 


In the ſixth of Micah and 8. y ve are told what true 
richteouineſs is: Juſtice, mercy, and humility : one 
part therefore, my brethren, of the righteoufneſs which 
wa continually ſeek for is, that God would enable us 
to pay our debts; to make reſtitution to any that we 
have wronged; and to give a recompence to any who 
hath done us good. Another part 1s, that he would 
enable us to abound to every good work, (2 Cor. ix. 
8.) and perfect us in the practice of covering and for- 
giving the faults of others, ſo far as his word allows us, 
or. Wii. 9. Matt vi 14. and xviii. 15, 16, 7. 
and a third part of the righteouſneſs w hich we long for 
and continually ſeek after is, that ourſelves and ail that 
we have, may always bear, both outwardly and in- 
wardly, thoſe true and practical marks of humility, 


which we are taught by the precept and example of our 


Jord Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
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join iu, or at ent, to any form of worſhip which our con- 


ye are not of the Sas but I have coolen you out of 


' * 
— = — - — — — — — — — — ——— — — — eons error ern gennn — ͤ— — — — — * —— — —̃ V— —— * 
| _ - 
| 7 5 ; 1 
” 2 ' 
; 19 
o 


LETTER 


FIRST HE A IK 


F any man conſent not to the words of cur Lord 7 fas 
Cort, and to the doctrine which is according te twang 
withdraw thyſelf from him, i Tim. vi. 3. 5. 


der the eighth head of my ſecond letter, I told 

you that we are commanded to withdraw ourſelves 
from gpoſpel- tellowlhip with every one that lives not 
according to the word of God; but I do. not fay that 
We are to abfent ourſelves from e every public meeting 
or place of worihip that is frequented by ſuch; but I 
ſay, that we are not to join in communion of goods, or 
{cllowlip as chriſtian brethren, with any that will live 
in oppoſitiog to the word of God neither are we to 


ſciences convinc eus is Contrary to the ſcriptures, 


dECOND HE AID 


And the angel of the Lord appeared unto Moes ina 
Tame , re out of the midſt of a 55, and be laofted, 
ad bel bid, the buf, bur ned with Are, and the bub 
Was nit cenſumed. Exod. iii. 2. 


This burning buſh, my brethren, was a type of the 
children of God; as well of them who live in this time, 
as of the Iiraclites which were then in bondage to the 
Lgyptians. Our L ord Jeſus Chriſt lays, C Becauſe 


the work d, therefore the world hateth (perſec ute th, op- 
Prefloth) you.” John xv. 19. 80 allo we read tat 


« all who will keep the commands of Chri iſt Jeſus fh 
iuſfer perlecution :” but not withitanding that every ons 
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Who will enter into the kingdom of heaven muſt utt- 
dergo a ©« fiery trial, 1 Pet. iv 12. Luke xiv. 26. yet 
not one upright perſon peritheth; for though they feem 


as near CeſtruQtion as woot! that is on fire; and as 


weak as „ bruiſed reeds,” yet God is always with them, 
and brings them ſafe through all, Iſa. xliii 2. for „ he 


is faithful to his promiſes, and will not ſuffer his people 


to be tempted above what they are able to endure, but 
will with every temptation alſo make them a way to eſ- 
cape, that they may be able to bear it,” 1 Cor. x. 13. 
Let us take care, my brethren, to keep our conſciences 
clear from wrong, cither to God or man, and then let 


us not fear what man can do unto us; for remember 


that theſe, and ſuch like promiſes which are throughout 
the ſcriptures, are made only to the upright; the wilful 
finner has no part or ſhare in them, in whatſoever trouble 
or diſtreſs he may be: „ If I regard iniquity in my 
heart (ſays David the Lord will not hear my prayer.” 


THIRD HEAD. 


Te cannet ſerve the Lord, Joſ. xxiv. 19. 
A man is juſtified by faith (obedience to the goſpel law, 


Matt. xxv. 35, 36. Rom. xiii. 10. James i. 27. 1 John 
iii. 14 to 19.) without the deeas of the law \ of waſh- | 


ings and facrifices given by Mojes) Rom. iii. 28. at/o 
Rom. iv. 5. Eph. Ii. 8, 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit iii 5. 


Theſe and ſuch other like texts in the ſcriptures mean, 


that we cannot be ſaved either by keeping as we can 
do) the law of rites and ceremonies which was given to 
the Jews Ly Moſes : nor by ſtrictly following and ad- 
hering te the outward religious ceremonies and way of | 
worſhip eſtabliſhed in any other nation or ſeck. We 
muſt be born again, John iii. 3 2 Cor. v. 7. that is, 
have other thoughts, and minds, and deſires given us 


70 


th in them which we inherit in a courſèe of nature from 
our carihly parents; © that which is born of the fleſl. 


is fleſh, (earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh)“ and ſuch cannot in- 


heritY 
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herit the lis ten of God. We have naturally a. 
t covetous, intemperate, proud, envious diſpoſition: Gal ö 
ü gives us a contented, temperate, humble, loving min !: | 
our Lord has received thefe good gifts from God for N 


| men, Pf. Ixviit. 18. and when he has given them uni- 


4 verſally and abidingly to any perſon, and there! —_ _ 
him a child of God, God in the end of trials, re 
1 ceives that perfon to partake of his j Joy and peace, for 
. the ſake of theſe his good deeds; Ita. i. 16—20 iy : 
. | XxV. 21, 35 36. Gal. vi. 7, 8, 9. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
2 Rev. chap. ii. and iii. which are not his own by nature, 
t | but what he hath received undeſervedly, wholly, and 
r freely from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and in return he 
* has heartily given himſelf to him, ad 18 wholly and 
1 intirely his, according to that rule, he it is that 1s 
le mine, that keepeth my commandments,” 

J | FOURTH HEAL 


Art th:uhethat ſhould come, or are we to look foranother e 


| Feſus anſwered, Go and ſhew fahn again thoſe binge 
which ye do hear and fee ; the blind receive their fig ts 


w, | and the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, and the 

na | def hear, the dead are raiſed up, and the paor hav? 

b | the gaſpel preached unto them, and bl-f-d i is ke whaſcs 

1 ever [ball not be of ended in me. Mat xi. 55 XC. 

When our Lord dwelt upon earth, he went about 

i} doing good, © to them that received him;“ that 8 ©” 

„ them that obeyed him; and the ſame conduct {hews 
to where he makes his abode even at this time: fe 113 
All- ber ar his children to ſeek out, and to do good to one. 

of} another, in a particular manner; and their readin; 18. or 
well proficiency in this practice ches us their growth in 
is grace: and it is as neceſſary to our falvation that ©: 
7 ſhould come at this time to free us from our hs, hb 
om to teach us the practice of mercy ang love, 48 it | 
ell. was for hin to come at the time whe n Rs ſorke the : 
in- Words of the text, to ſuffer death for our fi:::, 
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FIFTH HEAD. 


O that my Ways were directed to keep thy flatutes! Then 


ſbatil I not be aſhamed when Thave reſpect unto all thy 
commandments. Plal. cxix. 5, 6. 


David did not here mean that he lived in any wit- 
ful fin or oppoſition to the ways of God, but he wiſhed 
that he knew the will of God concerning what he had 
to do. We find mention made in ſcripture of a dark 
and cloudy day, and of a time when God hides himſelt 


from his people, and leaves them to grope their way as 


men without light: and though every one that ſeeks 
him ſincerely and perſeveringly ſhall ſurely find bim, 
yet they have need of patience , that they may be able to 
wait that.time of probation which he has appointed ; 
when their darknets mall be turned into light, and 
their mourning into joy. 


SIXTH HEA D. : 


To the Lord belongeth mercy, for he fender: to every 


211 ee g to his work, Pialm Ixii. 12. 
Be not merciful, O God, tn any wicked (wilful unmer- 
citul) tranſgrefors. PI. 


I ſuppoſe, brethren, that many have a 0 wrong no- 
tic ot God's mercy:—he 18 ſer forth to us in the fer ip- 
tures as à juſt judge betwixt man and man; and as ſuch, 
it behoves him to puniih tne wilful injurer (otherw 
he is unmerciful ro the oppreſſed; and he does act ace 
cordingiy; for & though hand join in hand, yet the 


wicked mal! not eſcape puniſliment,“ even in this world, 


Prov. xi 21531. 
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/ 
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* 'F made partakers of the Holy Gheft, Tf. 7; 
ey ſhall fall away, 19 renew dos m again to repent 
ance; freeing they eruc fy ts th ſelves the Son of Gul 
ee, and put rim 10 an gen A eb. vi. 45 
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F we fin wilfully, after that we have received the knows 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice 
for fins, but a certain ſearful locking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which ſball devour the adver- 
faries, Heb. x. 26, 27. 


Theſe ſcriptures do not pronounce irremediable, or 
certain eternal death againſt every one that offends in 
that manner, but they have the fame meaning as where 


our Lord ſpeaks of the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Mark. 


" oo 28, 29, which I explained in my fifth letter. 

| EIGHTH HEAD. 

1 4candoall things thro Chrift wha flrengthneth me. Paul. 
1 By « all things” the apoſtle means whatſoever God 


In his word (made plain to his conſcience,) required of 
him: for whenever the people of God ſtep aſide from 
the ſcripture rule, either to add to or diminith there» 
from, they find they can do nothing: it is true God 
does ſometimes wink at the times of ignorance, and 
; fuffers his children for a time to bring to paſs their ſelf- 

righteous works ; but when he will have them leave ſuch 

things, and go on to perfection, and in order thereto 


brings the time of trial upon them, they “ fade away 
__ as flowers” without moiſture under a burning ſun; 
ch while at the ſame time, they have always ſtrength to do 
fs Whatever is their abſolutely immediate, real duty (right- 
Wb : 

Ce :y and truly founded upon God's word, and made 
hg Plain to their conſcience) be it ever fo diſagieeable to 
Ids | them. | 


NENI-H HEAR 
Beioned, believe not. every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, 


2nd whether they are of God ; becauſe many falſe prophets 
„are gone out into the world Hereby know ye the Spi- 

n'- | Tit of Gd; every ſpir't that confefſith that Feſus 
i? |  Chrift is come in the Aeſb, it of God; and every ſpirit 
47 that confeſſeth net that Feſur Chriſt is come in the 
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eb, is not of God; and this is that ſpirit of an- 


chriſt. 1 John iv. 1, 2, 3. 


By «© confeſſing that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
fleſh,” is not meant an aſſent to that truth of the goſpel 
that he came about 1700 years ago, and ſuffered death 
for fallen man; but it means a confeſſion by theic 
works that Chriſt is now come to them, and dwells 
in them, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Gal. ii 20. 1 John iv. q, 15. 
and whoever profeſſes to know God, or to be born of 
God, or to love God, or to have ſaving faith, or to be 
entitled to ſalvation, and at the fame time walks not 
(as a child is like a man) as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf walked, he is a liar, and an antichriſt. 


„ 
WWhathever geod thing any man doth, the ſame [bill he 


receive of the Lord, whether be be bond or free, Eph, 


vi. 8. 


In the 13th article of the church of England, we are 
taught that all works done before ſome certain (or ra- 
ther uncertain time are. finful. It is true indeed that 
& there is none good but ons, that is God;” neither 
doth any gracious influence of God's ſpirit come to 
man but for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt ; but I teſtify unto 
every one, young or old, Hottentot or Enghihman, 
thar at what time ſoever of his life, he does a good 
action, it is pleaſing to God; and he ſhall ſurely re- 
cetve a reward for it, according to its degree of good- 
neſs. Tho' the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and phart- 
ſees was not good enough to carry them to heaven, yet 
our Lord affures us that they had their reward; they 
were reverenced by the people, and in general, I ſup- 
poſe, bleſſed with plenty of the good things of this 
world; and alſo upon account of the profeſſion which 
they made of having more light and knowledge tha 
cthers, their fins were to be more ſeverely puniſhed. 
God does not indeed judge of men's actions by their 

| | out- 
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r 5 17 


- outward effect, but by 


example: no 


their inward intentions. 
The atheiſt who denies the exiſtence of a ſuperior be- 
ing, hath no right to expect a reward from him; nei- 
ther he who in the night intended to ſow weeds in his 
neighbour's field, but by miſtake took wheat, which 


brought forth a plentiful, profitable crop; but at the 
ſame time the poor widow who had but afarthing, had 


it in her power (as to outward actions) to pleaſe God 
as much as Solomon with all his riches. 


ELEVENTH A 


Thou ſhalt not add to the word Cod, nor diminiſb it. 
Moſes. 

VX lad not done among them the works that none other 
man did, they had not had fin, He that rejecteth yon, 
rejecteth me, Chriit. | 

1 was not a whit behind the very chiefeft apoſtles. 
Truly 1 wrought ail the figns of an apoſtle among 
5%. Vany man ſay that he is ſpiritual (wile in 
the things of God) let him (mind that he do) ac- 
knowledge that the things which [ write are the com- 
mandments of the Lord —iÞe have been throup by ma- 

nifeſied among %, ik ſo as ye have us for an en- 
famp/e, Paul. 

Fhoſo taketh away from the words of this boat, God 
ſoall take away his part out of the back of life ; and 
whoſo addeth thereto, God ſball add to him the plagues 
that are witten therein. Rev. 


About four years ago, having a diſpute with a 
preacher, who © pretends to know God, but in works 
denies him,” I quoted the example of Paul when he 
bound himſelf to pay his brother Oneſimus' debt, as 
binding upon all Chriſtians : but though he owned 
that it was a noble action, yet he inſiſted that the apo- 
ſtle went further than the word of God required, and 
therefore he did not hold himſelf to be bound by that 
twirhſtanding our Lord ſays to his diſci- 
ples, „Love one an other as 1 loved you {even to 

; death)“ 
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death). and John cas « We ot to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.” 


- Yeſterday I was in company with another, who pre. 


benſis to yield an eminently ſtrict and univerſal obedi- 
ence to the word of God, and upon my quoting to him 
that ſcripture where Paul earneſtly exhorts the rulers of 
the 8 church to follow his example in Aubonne 
with their own hands at good and neceſſary works, * 

that they might be able thereby to aſſiſt their weak 
and needy brethren, and have the greater bleſſedneſs 


of giving rather than receiving; as well, as he men- 


tions elſc where, that they might thereby eat their own 
bread, and take away occaſion from their enemies of 
. accuſing them of idleneſs, and from faiſe brethren of 
being idle by their examp! le, and alſo thereby en- 
courage Chriſt's true members to be induſtrious; I 
tay, when | mentioned this 8 though he con- 
tinually quoted other parts of Paul's preaching, yet 
he told me in this and other ſuch paſages, his tots ine 
was contrary to our Lord Jeſus Chrift” s, and therefore 
he was determined not to work with his bands to 
procure himſelf bread, but even rather to go without 
(thereby impiouſly tempting God) if other pcople 
would not give it to him: his arguments and inter- 
pretation of ſcripture in defence of this reſolution, 
were very falle and ſooliſh, and what I will not at 
preſent mention; my deſign under this bead, my 
brethren, being principally to caution you not to credit 
any man who accuſes or finds fault with REY 1 part of 
Paul's doctrine, 


* By work ing, or labouriag with our own hands, I do not mean 
that every true ch: iſtian ſnouid wanually employ himfelr at ſome la- 
horious or handicraft buiineis : there being ſome who cannot dig, that 
is, have not badily 1 tor IUCN ogufations; and there are lome 
alſo to whom God hain given particular talents for di ircet: ng, or 
ruling, or overſeeing others, and alſo the means of employing them: 
let every one acco:ding to his of her talenc endeavour to make them- 
icives uicfy 1 both to the Wuls Aid bodies or f1G, ei cially Ot good 
En. 


except he ſhew you a proof of ſupe- 
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rior wiſdom and nearneſs to God by doing greater 


works than Paul did. „I will know not the Ipeech 
* them who find fault with me, but the power.” Paul. 


If tne foundations be taken away, what {hall the 
righteous do?“ David. 


T W E LF HE AM 


And this is his name whereby he ſh! be called, THE 
Loox D OUR RICGHTEOUSNEss. Jer. xxiii. 6. 


Gd h1th mide Chrijt unto us wiſdim, righteouſneſs, 
Sint: fication, and: redemption. Paul. 


Chriſt is our wiſdom, &c. in two ſenſes, by his tea- 
ching, holy, free Spirit, inwardly; and by his written 
word, which agreeth thereto, outwardly. As to the 


obedience which he pai to the Jaw of God, when he 


was upon earth, being reckoned or imputed tous for 
a cloathing or Juſt; ication in the i; ht of God, ſuch 
doctrine is utteriy falſe and unſc: ipcaral: he made 
himfelt our brother, it is true, and took upon himſelf 
, and our ſins and debts, and thereby diſchar- 
ged them who obey him from paſt ſins and deſe rved. 
death ; but the complete obedience which he paid to 
the law was all for himſelf; to make him « a Lamb 
without ſpot or blemiſh ” We never read of any ſuper 
periection in the lambs, or goats, or bullocks under the 
Moſaic diſpenſation z they could not be too good for 
facrifices; and all their uſe was in type to bear or expi- 


ate ſin. The “ vrought gold,“ the“ wedding gar- 
ment, the white and fine linen ? of ſaiuts, is that 


nghteouineſs which Chriſt himſcit now works in his 
children; even a fincere obedience to his commands in 
the pay or if they have not that, to their conſcience 
Ben. iv. 7 and xii. 1— and xxli. 16—; 8. Pſalm 
XVI. 20—2 4-and cvi. 31, 32. Matt. xxv. 34—-: 0. Tas 
27, and ii. 20 26. 1 John iii. chap. Rev. ii. and 
ni i chapters. and xxii. 4. Rom. ii. 14, 1 This is 


the new covenant which God hath made witu his 
peop! es 


— — — — 
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people; « I will put my Spirit within them —I will 
write my laws in their hearts, and they ſhall Der 
them. —I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people 
tor evermore ” Ezek. chap xxxvi. and xxxvii. „ If 
they forſake my law and keep not my commandments, 
I will afflict them nevertheleſs I will not utterly forſake 
them, they ſhall live for erer Pſalm Ixxxix 20, &c. 
„ They thall be willing.” « They ſhall be ſatisfied 
with goodneſs.” None of the prophets or apoſtles had 
the leait grain of natural goodneſs in them more than 
the reſt of Adam's children; their ſuperiority was 
wholly owing to God's free undeſerved grace, given by 
Jeſus Chriſt, typically in the Old Teſtament, and per- 
ſonally in the New. Their preſent and eternal ſal- 
vation is wholly and intirely, the free, unmerited, un- 
deſerved gift of God, Rom. iii. 9, &c. © What haſt 
thou that that haſt not received? „ Who made thee to 
differ from another?“ 


THIRTEENTH HEAD. 


He that paſſeth by and meddleth with ſtriſe belonging 
not t9 him, is like one that taketh a dog by the ears. 
Prov. 

They learn to be 1 tattlers, baſy bodies, 1 Tim. v. 13. 

Let none of you /uffer as a buſy-ho'y in other mens 

matters. 1 Pet. iv. 15. 

Match :—be circumſpett: be fiber, be vigilant nn 
ftain from fleſblylu/ts, which war againſt the foul (that 
is, from every thing that is merely to pleaſe the ey*, 
the ear, our curioſity, or the unlawful and unne- 
ceſſary cravings of the body). Chriſt. Paul. Peter. 


As „ obedience is better than repentance,” 1 Sam. 
xv. 22 Prov. xxi. 3. ſo, my brethren, it is a muc!! 
better and ſafer and eaſier way for us to keep our gar- 
ments undefiled, rather than to have the ſtains of fin 0 
waſh out. The ſatisfying of our curioſity is a thing 
that we * greatly to guards againit ; what may be 


proper 
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proper and neceſſary for another perſon to ſee and 


tion. 


85 


know, may be hurtful to me. It is neceſſary for a ma- 
giſtrate, and a miniſter of ſtate to know in a particular 
manner what paſſes at home and abroad but the gra- 
tifying an idle curioſity of that ſort may be hurtful to 
me. It may be neceſſary for an engineer or an archi- 
tect to take particular views of a country, town, or 
building but ſuch an action might be hurtful to 
me t may be right for a ſervant to wear a laced coat 
or hat but ſuch apparel may be ſinful in me: It may 
be right for a drummer to beat his drum, or a trumpe- 
ter to blow his trumpet—but muſic would be ſinful (be- 
cauſe idle) in me.— Philoſophically moral eſſays, tales 
or novels may be uteful to them who have not the ſerip- 
tures—but unprofitable and hurtful to me who have. 
Alſo in regard to food and furniture, prefer and chuſe 
thoſe things which are plain and ſimple; and not like- 
ly to provoke either the palate, or pride. Make 
ſtraight paths for your fect.” | 

Study, my brethren, I beſeech you, to avoid tenpty» 


FOURTEENTH HKT! 


| Tet not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom leren though 


it were a knowledge of the myſteries of the goſpel) 
rer the rich man in his riches, nor the ſtrong man in 
his firength; but let him that glerieth pliry in this, 
that he knoweth me, who am the Lord that [hew 
mercies ana loving hindi eſſes; for in theſe ihiags 1 de- 
light, faith the Lord, Jer ix 23. | 
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity (love) edifieth (com- 
forteth, ſtrengtheneth, buildeth up him who prac- 
tifeth it). Paul. N | 


By knowing the Lord” in the above words of Je- 


remiah, is meant the following, obeying, imitating 


lum, by acting in like manner ourſelves. This mercy 


and love to another, my brethren, is a paſſport which 


our Lord Jcius Chriſt gives to all his children; and 
: with- 
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without which no man can enter into peace with God. 
-In whatſoever country a man dwells, or whatſoe- 
ver religion he profeſs, or whether he have the bible or 
Zot, yet, if he is a child of God, he has ſurely learned 
ic practice of doing good to all men, as reaſonable op- 
Lertunities (either of correction, or reproof, or inſtruc- 
tion or aſſiſtance offer, and in a particular and extra- 
ordinary manner to good men ;—to them who walk by 
bis own rule of «« doing to a as he would have 
them do to him.” Remember, my brethren, that 
© mercy rejoiceth againſt judgment,” and that „ he 
that hath ſhewed no HONEY! hall have 1 ee with- 
out mercy.” | 


FIFTEENTH H E A D. 


7 the Tord, create evil (trouble, aMiction ) {kill and 
' 1 make alive. 

The let is caft into the lap, but the whole diſpeſing there- 
of 1s of the Lord. — 4 man's heart dewviſeth his way, 
but the Lord directeth his fleps. Promotion cometh 
neither frem the eaft, nor from the weſt, nor from the 
feuth ; but it is Ged that ſetteth up one and putteth 
down another. Many ſeek the ruler's favours, but 
3 man's judgment cometh fr om the Lord. Pro- 
ver 

All inines croſſes in buſineſs, poverty, perſecution, 15 

of friends, &c.) Shall work topether for gend to them 

that love Gud (that is, keep his commandments and 
continue therein 7s them who are the called according 

10 tis on, free, abſolutely ſaving) purpoſe. Paul. 


Remember, my brethren, at all times, that « the 


Lord reigneth,” and that this wiſe, good, Jutt, holy, 


rowerful, merciful God, is the «plentiful portion“ and 


p:otcQor of thoſe that fear and obey him; and the un- 


avoidable, ſore puniſher of every wiltul inner, 


SIXTEENTH HEAD. 


Bu? one thing — is nceilful. And Mary hath 
c hohen 


hath 
90, en 


Thy rod and thy Haff they comfort me. 
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cheſen the good part which (hall not be talen a 
From hr. Chriſt. 


By the „ one thing needful,” my brethren, in theſe 
words of our Lord, is meant that thing, or ti.ngs, he 1t 
what it may, that is at preſent our duty to do. Had a 
child fallen into the fire while our Lord was in{t-uz- 
ting Mary, and nobody elſe at hand, it would the 1 


have been her „ one thing needful“ to have left hm, 
and run to ſnatch it out; or had a hungry, tuntin; , 


good man aſked her at that time for a piece of bread 
and a little wine or water, it had then been her “ one 
thing needful' to have left our Lord to get it for him. 


It is likely that Martha was making more preparations 


for ſupper than our Lord thought neceſſary; and 
ſuppoſe he ſaw that either Martha herſelf, or ochers 
that were helping her, were fully ſufhcient for 


chat purpoſe, and more eſpecially as Mary might not 


often, perhaps, have an opportunity of hearing him. 
SEVENTEENTH BEAM 
The blood of Feſus Chriſt cle: inſeth us from all fin. | 
They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their teſtimony, and ure willing even to lay 


down their lives fer the ſake of the truth. Rev. xii. 
11. 


As under the Moſaic a the Jews were told 
that the blood of every creature was its life; fo by the 
blood of Chriſt and of the Lamb is meant our Lord's 


_ Hpirit: as a ſuffering Spirits. he atoned for and ſets us 


tree from the guilt of paſt tins, and as a ſanctifying, 


comforting, ſtrengthning Spirit, he cleanſes us tron 


inward ſin, and gives power to keep God's law, called 


in the text „ their teitimony.” 


EIGHTEENTH HEAD: 
Pſalm xxiii. 4. 


In the new covenant, or covenant of grace, which 
33-2 C God 
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vn. 
God hath made with his people, it is mentioned, that 
if they break his commandments, he will ſurely puniſh 
them. Pſalm Ixxxix. go, &c. The knowledge of this 


makes even chaſtiſement a comfort to the children of 


God: no chaſtiſement or pain is indeed in itſelf deſire- 
able; but it is comfortable, as being a proof of God's 
love; as being a monitor to ſet them right in their 
doings; 2nd in compariſon of the other alternative of 
being condemned hereafter with the world. 


NINETEENTH HEA D. 


My ſcul is weary of my life; I lothe ite I would not 


live (as at preſent) a/way : God hath delivered me 
20 the ungudly, and turned me over into the hands of 
the wicked : I was at eaſe, but he hath broken me 
aſunder : he hath alſo taken me by the neck, and ſba- 
ken me to pieces, and ſet me up for his mark: be 
cleaveth my reins aſunder, and doth not ſpare: 1 


have ſewed fackcloth upon my ſhin ; my face is foul 


with weeping, and JI draw near even unto death: 
my friends ſcorn me; my maid: count me for an alien; 
end my breath is ſtrange unto my wife, though I in- 
treated her for the ſake of the kindneſjes that I had 
certainly done her; yea, I am the ſong and by-word 
of the proreft fools; they abbor me, they think me 
meaner than themſelves, and ſpare not to aff ront me 
tro my face. When I locked for good, then evil came 
upon me: and when 1 waited for light, there came 
darkneſs. & d hath overthrown me, and compaſſed 
me about with his net; be hath fenced up my way, 


that I cannot paſs, and he hatn ſet darkneſs in my 


paths: he hath ftript me of my glory, and taken 
the-crown from my head: he counteth me unte him as 
one of his en mies ; be is become cruel unto me; hz 
hath deſtroyed me on every fide, and I am gone.— 


Tho he ſlay me, yet will I truft in hin (keep his 


word): for I know that my Redeemer liveth. Job. 


Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall 


fruit be in the vines, the labour & the olive ſball fail, 
PHY 


„ 
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re the gelle Hall ien no meat, the flock 2 be cut 

off from ihe fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 

alis: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 

Cod of my Salvation. Hab. iii. 17. 

| © Take (my brethren) the prophets who have ſpoken i in the 
f name of the Lord, for an example of ſuffering, afflic- 

| tion, and of patience, James v. 10. 


We ſind, my brethren, the language of Job and 
Habbakuk throughout the ſcriptures; eſpecially in the 
Pſalms, the Lamentations, and the epiſtles of Paul; 
and as none of you can have felt heavier afflictions than 

are there deſcribed, let this conſideration ſupport you 

againſt the thought that God hath finally caſt you off; 

or that he will not at length give you a “ portion that 

you ſhall rejoice in,” and « ſatisfy you with goodneſs, 

or happineſs ;” as he did thoſe good, lincere men who 
have ſuffered before us. 


TWVENTTRETAH H EA P. * 


N Let your women keep filence in the churches, for it is 
F not permitted unto them to ſpeak, but they are. comes 
11 manded to be under obedience, as alſo faith the lau: 
1 and if they will learn any thing, let them aff their 
5 huſbands at home, for it is a * for uomen to ſpeak 
0 in the church. 1 Cor. xiv. 34. 

5 [ ſuffer not a woman to teach, nor to uſurp authority 
of over the man, but to be in filence, 1 Tim. it. 12. 


Ys I am very ſorry that a body of people fo ſober, ferious, 
grave, and orderly as many of the Quakers are, ſhould 
«4 live in oppoſition to ſo plain a part of the word of God 
4 as the text. The paſſage in the ſcriptures, which J nd 
e moſt favourable to their practice, is Acts xxi. 9. 1 here 
gs we are told that Philip's four daughters did prophecy or 
bY (I ſuppoſe) preach. But we ought to remember that in 
the infant ſtate of the goſpel, the diſciples were Parti. 
cularly liable to error, of which Peter had given « provi, 


ail, . by refuſing to eat with the Gentiles at Anticch. If it 
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DMT LETTER vn. 


be ſaid that Paul might as well be miſtaken as Philip 
tif Philip did conſent to their preaching) or his daugh- 
ters; I anſwer, Not fo: becauſe ] am perſuaded that 
Pau} was particularly careful to be right in the writ- 
ten commands which he gave to the churches, and that 
inſtead of repeating this in the text, he would have 
repealed it, if, upon future conſideration, he had 

found it to be an error: we have a proof of his care in 
this reſpeCt, 1 Cor. v. 9, &c. And fecondly, I find his 
commands herein to be agreeable to the practice of our 
Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, and to the diſpenſation of religion 
In the Old Teſtament. I do not read that our Lord ſent 
Forth among his choſen ſettled preachers, any female 
ones; neither had women any ſhare in the prieſtly 
offices under the Moſaic diſpenſation: we do indeed 
twice find that a woman judged or ruled Iſrael, Judges 
Iv. 4. 2 Chron. xxii. 12. but neither of them were 


times of glory, and we find ſuch circumſtances lament- 
ed by the prophet. Iſa. iii. 12. Beſides, Paul tells us, 


immediately after the text, that it is a commandment 
of our Lord's, ver. 37. but whether we have in any of 
the four goſpels the words of Chriſt, which he there 
" adverts to, I cannot tell; neither does it ſignify to me, 
for I am very willing to take Paul's own word. God 
can, no doubt, give all manner of gifts ro women; but 
the queſtion is not what he can do, but what he does: 
and we know that he hath eſtabliſhed different orders, 
and degrees, and employments among his people; and 
bath no more made man woman, or woman man, 
than he hath made all men apoſtles, or prophets, or 
rich or poor, &c. and it is the duty of each of us to 
itudy 0 do well that part which he hath more partt- 


cularly made ours Rom. xii 6, &c. Do not, my 


brethren, ſeek a bleſſing by the breach of a command- 
ment; if you ſeek the Lord with a willing upright 

heart, he will ſurely give you a ſufficient number ot 

preachers or ſpeakers of that ſex which he bath parti- 

cularly appointed for that buſineſs, Thank not lightly 
61 any commandment, Matt. ve 29. The utmoſt tbat £ 
can 
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Lan find to ſay in favour of the cuſtom of female preach- 
ing, or teaching, is, that God hath ſo far forſaken he 
people among whom it is practiſed, that they have nor 
a man among them who is able to teach or inſtruct bis 
brethren: in which caſe, as the Iſraelites in the wil- 
derneſs (the time of their afflition) were ſuffered in 
ſome things which God would not allow in them after 
he had brought them out of trouble; ſo in ſuch a caſe, 
it may be, women may be allowed. | 


TWENTY.-FIRST HEAR 


Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 13. 


* * 


Jam very ſorry alſo to find among the Quakers a 
deficiency in the fulfilment of this command, I mean 
an omiſſion of reading the ſcriptures at public meetings; 
tome I know there are, and many ſuch I believe, who 
cannot read themſelves ; and therefore not only in obe- 


4 dience to the word of God, but aiſo for the ſake of 
£ uach unlearned ones, and indeed for the benefit alſo 
e of them that can read, I am perſuaded that ſome por- 
e, tion of ſcripture ought to be always read at the publick 
\d meetings of Chriſtians : and I am alſo perſuaded that it 
ut I would tend much more to edification, if, inſtead of the 
* preſent general cuſtom of ſhort texts and long comments 
rs, or ſermons; according to that good cuſtom amongſt the 
nd Quakers, „ that all (who can) may ſpeak one by one,” 
. 1 Cor. xiv. 31. for it is reaſonable that he who feels, 
or or has felt a particular ſtate of mind or circumſtances 
to |} himſelf, will be more able to ſpeak for the edification 
rki⸗ and comfort of another in the ſame ſtate, than he who 
my never was in ſuch a trial; or even by ſpeaking he may 


nd- more reaſonably hope to get light or comfort from 
ohr others to himſelf, as Paul ſeems to intimate in the lat- 
r of I ter part of this laſt quoted verſe. 


TW EN TT. SECOND HEA 


at 1 Veri I /2y unto you, whojaever ſhall not receive the. 
can Aing- 


n 


EI LETTER VIL 


Aingdom of God as 4 little child, he ſball not enter there: 
in, Mark x. 15. 1 


Children are not naturally innocent; on the contrary, 
they are very fooliſh, perverſe, and wicked; but that 
qualification of theirs, which all muſt have who enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, is obedience. If a father 
or maſter exerciſes that authority which the word of 
God commands, his child or pupil dares not diſobey 
bim: and ſo it is with God's children; they “ fear 
him who can deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell,” and 
therefore they dare not break his commands, Job ix. 
27, 28. and xxxiv. 31. Plalm cxix 67. Lam. iii. 19. 


20. Before honour is humility ; and obedience before | 
reward; andas when a child becomes a man, he ſees f 
that the things he once deſpiſed and hated, are indeed : 
very good; ſo in due time the wiſdom and goodneſs of 1 
God ſhall be juſtified, and exceedingly deſireable in the bh 
minds of all his perſevering people. p 
ESTES THIRD HEAD. UM 
Caſt thy breadupon the waters: for thou ſhalt find it af. - 
tier many days, Eccles. xi. 1. = 
In my former letters I have told you that we are not th 
commanded to give to every one whatſoever they may be 
chooſe to aſk of us; and that the overſeecs of the church Tet 
of Chriſt are particularly to take care of his faithful wes 


members out of the joint ſtock, but not to be particu- 
Jarly burthened with the care of providing for the diſ- ha. 


treſſed of the world in general; and alſo that we ought | out 
not to ſupport or aſſiſt any who will live in idleneſs, T 
drunkenneſs, and ſuch like known ſins: but 1 greatly as 
blame them who abſolutely and .indiſcriminately con- Fai 


ll — demn and refuſe to aſſiſt all common itreet beggars, 
under the prerence that our (Engliſh; laws have made a 

good proviſion for every one in their reſpective parithes. 
There are in London, in particular, many who have no ho 


ſettlement in England; but belong either to Ireland, 
| | 7 Ames» 


CON 


rejoiceth againſt judgment; 


commandments in ſpirit and in truth. This ſtrength 


America, or other foreign parts, and therefore can get 
no relief by law; at leaſt if there be any proviſion made 
for ſuch, I have been informed that it is ſo difficult to 
come at, as to be in a meaſure uſeleſs; and ſuch is our 
natural backwardneſs to acts of love and mercy, that 
even ſome of the pariſhed and aſſiſted poor have ſome- 
times good reaſon, I am perſuaded, to beg at the doors 
and in the ſtreets : I will mention one inſtance; in the 
pariſh where have reſided for ſome years paſt, it is the 
cuſtom to give to moſt of our poor a weekly allowance 
of money, rather than take them into the work-houſe, 
but of late the rates having run very high, the weekly 
allowance has ſometimes been ſtopt, and in ſuch caſe 
how are the poor who cannot go to law with the parith) 
to help themſelves otherwiſe than by common begging ? 
many of them perhaps being ſcarcely able to ger ihe 
meaneſt neceſſary food, even when they receive their 
weekly payment. We. ought indeed to be as careful 
as we can in giving alms, and make a difference accor- 
ding to reaſon and our circumſtances; but at the lame 
time to remember that the dogs under the table are 
fed, though not as the children; and though there may 
be many idle, unworthy common beggars, yet we are 


taught even to ſuffer tares to grow up for a while rather 


than run the riſque of deſtroying wheat : it may not 


be eaſy, in great places eſpecially, ſometimes for us to 


teil the deſerving from the undeſerving ; in ſuch caſes, 
and indeed at all times, let us remember, that “ mercy 
and that „ to them who 
have ſhewed no mercy, God will give judgment with- 


Out mercy.“ 


TWENTY FOURTH HEAM 


Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evid. nce of 


things not ſeen, Heb. xi. 1. 


What is it that upright ſouls deſire, and ſeek, and 
hope for ? it is knowledge and ſtrength to keep God's 


is 
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is faith: and when they have received it, they are no | aff 
longer ſcholars either in the Moſaic ſchoo] of rites and | 
ceremonies, or in the forms and ways of worthip in- 
vented by any other man or men, which are contrary co / 


that law of liberty, chat Chriſt hath given them in | 
the goſpel Gal. ili. 2;. and iv 3, 5. and v. 13. Col. a 
11. 0 1 8 | | 77 

he faithful walking or obedience of God's children, | 
is alſo an evidence or proof that his Spirit, which can- 7 


not be ſeen, dwells in them. | 
EWENTY FIFTH HEAD. 


Hold fat the form of ſound werds 

ye found ſpeech, which cannot be condemned. 

Make flraight paths for ycur feet, lefi that which 1s 
lame be turned cut of the way, bui let it rather be 
healed 5 

Offend not the conſcience of thy weal brother, neither let 
2 knowledge become an ↄccaſion of ſtumbling to him. 
Paul. | | 


In ſinging, 1 recommend it to you, my brethren, to 
Chooſe plain and true verſions of the pſalms of David, 
or other ſongs or parts either of the old or new teſta- 
ment, rather than ſongs or hymns compoſed at the will 
of man, and built upon the writer's own experience. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles brought a procf 
of the truth of their doctrine in the miracles which God 
wrought by them; and by their quotations from the 

- palms, and other parts of the Old "Teſtament, they 
have ſet their ſeal to them that they are true: but as to 

the inventions of men that are now, or at any time have 
been ſince that time of ſealing up the viſion and pro- 

phecy, (Dan. ix. 24.) we can only pronounce them 

good or bad as they agree with or diſſent from the 

icriptures. If viii, 20. We ought to be particularly 

careful to adhere ſtrictly and literally to the ſcriptures 

in ſinging, becauſe it is intended for the whole con- 

gregation verbally and immediately to give — 
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LETTER VI. 95 


10 | affent to; which is not the caſe with regard to ſermons. 


id ; g 

K. TWEN TT SIT HRK “ 

O | Yhathever all good, promiſed things, John xiv. 14. 

in James iv. 3.) ve aſt in prayer, beheving, ye ſhall 

ol. receive. Matt. xx1 22. | 
IVhatfoever (ſcripturally reaſonable things) ye aſi be- 

2g 


live that ye receive them, and ye ſhali have them. 
__” Mark xt. 24. | | 


By the words © believing,” and « believe,” in theſe 
promiſes of our bleſſed Saviour, we are not taught to 
ſtrive for ſome ſtrong idea, or notion, or prepoſſeſſion, 
or perſuaſion in our minds; which is now generally 
, is ſcalled faith: but we are taught, fuſt to aſs for ſuch 
be ſthings as God hath promiſed his people, and then to 
wait the fulfillment, in a ſteady courſe of well-doing.. 


=. . My” 
e t Gal. vi. 9. James i. 5, 6, 7. 2 
him 
: TWENTY-SEVENTH HE AD. 
ow can ye believe (faithfully keep the commands of God) who receive 
. to (defire, ſeck, long for) honour one of anather, and ſeek not the honour 
uf which cometh from God only (that is, the teſtimony of a good con- 
vids ſcience.) John v. 44. | 
eſta - 1 | 
. By theſe words our holy Lord teaches us, that ſo long as we ſeek 
will ; , 
he friendihip or favour or eſteem of the world, we cannot pleaſe 
NCC Pod. No man can ſerve two {oppoſite} maſters.” He that will 
woot „alk with a ſingle eye to God, will certainly be crucified (made an 
G0 4 bj ect of contempt and abharrence) unto the world, and the world 
5 nto him. Gal. vi. 14. Luke ix. 23, 24. | 
Y + 4 ww ; 
tney T WEN FT EI M HE AM 
as o Fe that beheveth hath the witneſs in himſelf, (that is, his conſcience 
have | 2zrccing with the word of God.) 5 : 
ro- Ve know that we have paſſed from death unto life, becatiſe we love (con 
Y {cientiouſly take all opportunities of doing good to) ihe brethren. 
them | x John iii 4. Matth. XXV. 34--—49. 
\ the Þ this we knouui that we love the children of God, when we keep God's 
ilarty commandments [either to ſupport. help, reprove, rebuke, or.puniſh)* 
1 0 


For this is the love of Gad, thut we keep his commandments ; and his 

EUTES | commandments are not grievous (unreaſonable). 1 John v. 2, 3. 
COR : 
their 


ent. 


Theſe words of our ble ſſed Saviour, and his ly apoſtle, teach us 
ow to © aſſure our hearts before God: that is, with a ſcriptural 
| ER | true 


TEA N 


Af there be, therefore, any con ſolatien in (this doctrine of) Cr (v hich 


«9 , nn „ 
1 3 "ov - 
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all them that honeitly and uprightiy ſtrive to do bis wl. So he it, 


S r i ic ES 8 

8 F 3 > 

SSI OE TERA £ . 8 * Io: J ne 1 15 
/ ⁵ ß ne INES TS 


true certainty: or what we may call a „ faith of aſſurance: tlie %; 

ſuch an obedience to the word of God as he hath. abſolutely promiſe t! 
eternal life or the Kingdom of heaven to And do not deceive yout + 
ſcives, my much loved brethren, by reſting ſatisfied with any notion, 
or impreſſion, or perſuaſion in your mind, without this proof (ac- 
cording to your power) by works. 


TWFENTY-NINTHEEEEAD, 


Tf any an love net the Lord Fefus Chrijft, lei him be Anathema, Mara. 
nat hu. 1 Cor. Xvi. a2. 


By loving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is not meant ſome rapturous effi- 
fion, or affection, or paſſion of the mind or heart, which we fre- 
gaently hear deſcribed for it; but it means a ſober, ſteady, deter- 
wined obedience to his commandments; or, the“ dong untoNers, 
as we would have them doto us.“ And whoever wilfully departs from 
this conſcientious rule, he is an accurſed or hominable perſon in the 
fight of God, and alſb in the ſight of the*cypdrey of Gif, they 
know of his actions. P1. xv. 4. and cxxxIx. 21, 22: RRV. i 


| THI R'F-+E-T. H H FEA D. . ay 
Y * 
T charge you by (the commandment of) the Lord, that this epiſtle ke read wito 
all the holy brethren (good men, hearty 1eekers of God) rx Theſſ. v. 2). 
We biaft not of things without our meaſinie, that is, of ether mens labours; 
but have hope, when your faith (obedience) is inerten ιαν by our means) 
that we ſpali be entarced by you, according to car tile, abundantly, 19 
preach the goſpel in the regions beyond e 1 Cor Xx 15, 16. 
And when this epiſile is read among you, caufe. that it be read alſo in ths 
church of the Laadicecus; and i hat ye lite ui read the epijite from Lac 
dicec. Col iv. 56. | h 
7 
have preachd o you), if any comfort of love, if any feliouſbip .be 
Spirit, if ang bowe?s and nercies,; fulfil ye my joy 5; being like-maided 
| Gvith me), having ihe ſame love, being e ore accord, of oe, mii. 
Phil. ji. I, 2» | 


In writing thcſe letters, my dearly beloved brethren, 1 hare not 
fought to pleaic either myielf, or any other man; but God only: 
even by thus ſtriving to feed (nat arally and #pirituaily) his hungry, 
to cloath his nak cd, to heal his tick, and to ict at liberty his 1mpri«. 
ſoned people. And for the ſame reaſon, and in the iame ſpirit and 
manner with our beloved brother Paul, I intreat you to pray and 
ſtrive for a bleſſing upon my Honeſt endeavour: ; that they may be 
made a means of ſalvatien to myiclf and to others alfo : fer God is 
my witneſs, that 1 do continually and carneſtly pray for the good 
growth, sſtab“ ent, and perfection, both temporal and ſpiritual, of 
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